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On the occasion of the release of the fourth issue of your magazine «The Two Shores», i get this oppor-
tunity first of all to send my best wishes to all our European friends with whom we share the same 
values and the direct proximity of “the two shores” of the Mediterranean. 

2020 was a truly exceptional year which will unfortunately remain dramatic in the collective memory, with 
the global COVID-19 pandemic which affected all countries of the World. 

The year 2020 is going to an end and we look forward to 2021, which is synonymous of hope and renewal. 
From a social and political perspective, we will welcome 2021 with a new vision and new perspectives, and 

unparalleled in the Arab and even European media in which we zoomed in and fully focused on the issue of 
political Islam, its intrusion into Europe and above all its affiliation with terrorism, with most of the bloody 
events that have occurred during the last decade as a result. 

Our dear readers will find that in our editorial line, we have sought the balance and objectivity that could 
affect us as Muslims and Arabs. We live in these countries because those with whom we live and coexist and 
who have opened their borders and schools to us for our children, today they make us bear the burden of a lost 
minority of extremist terrorists with whom, indeed, we share a common religion, but with whom we totally 
disagree with their interpretation of Islam. 

We strongly fight their ideas, whether in our own countries or here in the countries of residence. 
We were the first to warn of their danger and we called on the authorities not to tolerate them and to treat 

them as hypocritical refugees. 
This danger should not be hidden from our friends, European journalists, politicians and even our fellow 

citizens, because this is an important issue and today it is fundamental and necessary to distinguish between 
Islam and Islamism. 

Indeed, many of us, Tunisians, Algerians, Moroccans and others from Arab origin, have greatly contri-
buted to the construction of their countries of residence in Europe, and their virtue over them is much greater 
than what they offered to their country of origin. 

We need simply to say that there are 26,000 doctors who have obtained a diploma in Europe and abroad 
and who are currently working in the medical sector in France. We find people from Arabian countries bril-
liantly graduated in several key sectors of the economy such as finance, industry, education ... where Algerians 
are in first place, then the Syrians with 11%, the Moroccans with 9%, and then the Tunisians with 7%. 

This social and economic intermingling in European countries is governed by this Arab drive of senior 
managers, so that they are becoming indispensable and are now an integral part of the present and the future 
of European countries. 

Finally, my message to all our European friends and readers with whom we live is that we are the first to 
fight against Islamism and extremism, and we are the first defenders of the values of the republic. 

This is also our message in this new issue of the magazine «the two shores», for which we have built the 
editorial line on this approach in order to change mentalities and preserve harmony and friendship between 
our respective people.

My message to all our European friends with whom 
we live and who follow us
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The editor-in-chief of the magazineThe e d i t o r i a l
In the decade of the Arab Spring ... 

Have these peoples committed
one of the biggest sins?

January 14, 2011 was not and will never be an ordinary day in the lives of Arab peoples, as it was 
an exceptional day that will not be repeated in the future, just as it has not happened before. 

That day was marked by the revolt of the Tunisian people against the president who led the 
country for 23 years and forced him to leave the country and give up power, so that the Tunisians 
would open a new era in the interaction of the Arab peoples with their leaders.

This is what happened next in Egypt on February 11, 2011, when millions of citizens in Tahrir 
Square forced President Hosni Mubarak to step down from power after three full decades.

The Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions inspired the Libyan people to wield their sword against 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi the same month. The colonel led the battle for the survival as a fierce 
fighter until August 22, 2011 when NATO decided to kill him and end his reign.

Thereafter, the Syrians launched a series of demonstrations, urging the departure of President 
Al-Assad, but he deported more than half of the country’s citizens, while remaining in power.

As for the Yemeni revolution, it ended with the death of President Ali Abdullah Saleh and the 
country’s entry into the colonial phase of the Iranian-backed Houthie militia, which has fought a 
fierce battle to this day with the forces of the Arab coalition led by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Ten years of destruction, hunger, poverty and fear are the result of the Arab revolutions in general 
without going into detail and without mentioning the experience of each country during this period.

This has raised the question in these countries: Do they deserve what happened to them?
Experts and analysts agree that the reality of these peoples has not improved and that the ob-

jective for which they went out and overthrew their leaders has not been achieved and may not be 
achieved, given that most of these peoples chose extremist leaders whose loyalty to the movement 
overrides their loyalty to the homeland.

The biggest winners of these revolutions were the branches of the Muslim Brotherhood in these 
countries, where they found themselves masters of chance. 

As a result, they spread corruption in institutions and constitutions and starved people in ex-
change for their recklessness and the swelling of their bank accounts, hiding behind ideological 
loyalty.

Today, the word revolution has no meaning, neither in Tunisia or in any of the countries of the 
Arab Spring. Instead, revolutionary peoples bite their fingers with regret and whip each other every 
day after being sure of having committed one of the major sins, comparable to polytheism in Islamic 
jurisprudence.

All the peoples of the revolution cut with the celebrations of the revolution in its decade, except 
for a minority who chose to celebrate it timidly, behind walls and behind closed doors.

Today, with the passing of the first decade of the so-called Arab Spring, we unfortunately an-
nounce the extinction of these revolutions that were counterproductive, and we believe that millions 
of people share the same opinion.
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Political Islam
or «Turritopsis nutricula»

It is certain that the Arab nation has been usurped by the Ottomans, from the ocean to the Gulf, 
to build their caliphate on its lands while the Arab nation suffers from backwardness, ignorance 
and ignorance of its own religion. . For more than half a century, the Arab nation has been af-

flicted with an incurable disease which threatens death, political Islam, invented by people who have 
made religion their political vehicle for the world, contrary to this which is known in the principles 
of Islamic jurisprudence, namely that the world is a gateway to the hereafter.

The important thing is that since the emergence of political Islam, which coincided with the state 
of colonialism to which all Arab countries were subjected without exception, our societies have lost 
their identity and their nature and have become the creative countries. of this scourge, transformed 
into Emirati projects and conflicts governed by the idea of   the group, which made them meet strong 
popular resistance, whether in Egypt, Jordan or Tunisia after having falsely concealed themselves by 
calling themselves the Muslim Brotherhood, where fraternity and true Islam become synonymous 
with terrorism

Despite all this, political Islam attempted to exploit the Arab revolutions without participating 
in them, as in Egypt before being overthrown again. Political Islam is still pending in Tunisia, but 
everything indicates today that it is on the verge of disappearance and that Tunisia is preparing for 
its liberation from this colonialism.

Political Islam is like a specimen of jellyfish called «Turritopsis nutricula».

This species of jellyfish is also known as the «chive jellyfish» and is known for its frequent stings. 
She does not die either, but commits suicide when she is very old. The ancestors of political Islam 
have long lived. In fact, political Islam in Tunisia has its own path, as it has been involved in the 
governance of the country and brought it back to what it is today, in a full decade, in which almost 
all parties have ceased to exist since 2019. It has now become certain that the political and partisan 
map will change.

The political party «Ennahdha» in Tunisia lost more than two thirds of its electoral pool and 
failed to reach the first round of the presidential election to the detriment of the growing power of a 
partisan force that they did not have not taken into account, who is the Free Constitutional Party. In 
a few months, he succeeded in winning over many Tunisians and stripping political Islam of much 
of its electoral base.

And this is an indicator that the «Ennahdha» party is in decline and is preparing for its suicide 
like «Turritopsis nutricula»



Islam is the word of Allah, Muslims are the servants 
and not the owners of the religion, for no one is the 
custodian of the Book of Allah, according to His 
holy words: «Surely We revealed the Message, and 
We will surely preserve it», which means that no 

one should take Islam as a property and a business asset.
Therefore, it was imperative to recognize that the prac-

tice of politics in the name of Islam or what is called po-
litical Islam is a practice prohibited by custom before it is 
socially rejected by societies governed by contradictions; 
good and evil, sin and virtue, theft and crime... 

However, it is inadmissible in any case to involve reli-
gion and the Quran in these practices unless we decide to 
apply Sharia law at the strictest limits to modern societies, 
which is also an impractical matter for many reasons that 
can be explained at length outside this context.

Nevertheless, the lack of religious awareness and the 
growth of myths in the 1950s paved the way for the emer-
gence of political Islam with groups who believe in Islam 
as «a political system of government» and «that it is not 
just a religion, but rather a political, social, legal and eco-
nomic system suitable for setting state institutions».

Hassan Al-Banna is considered to be the first to invent 
the idea and he was the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt before the movement spread like wildfire in most 
Arab countries and their flame then reached Europe.

Whenever the noose is tightened against these groups in 
their countries of origin, they find shelter, security as well 
as material and moral support in European countries in the 
name of democracy. 

In fact, Europe has made a mistake in granting demo-
cracy to those who do not believe in it, because these mo-
vements in their philosophy practice violence to achieve 
their goals by using atonement; they defame it in front of 
their opponents to keep them away from political competi-
tion, and they have practiced this strategy in Egypt, Tuni-

Political Islam:

The snowball     
     that burned 
    down Europe

In this issue of «the 
2Shores» magazine, 
we have devoted 
an entire file that 
we believe to be 
exceptional in the 
Arab media to this 
matter. Our aim 
is to highlight 
the ugly side of 
political Islam, 
which has no 
good aspect.

Political Islam: The snowball that burned down Europe
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sia and Jordan.
Today, as the noose is closing around them in 

Europe, they are inflaming the feelings of naive 
Muslims, taking advantage of passing incidents 
that only express the thoughts of their actors, 
such as the insult to the Prophet Muhammad, 
to turn the issue into a conflict of religions, the 
result of which has been a number of terrorist 
incidents that have shaken Europe recently and 
with which everyone is in solidarity, including 
real Muslims.

In this issue of « the 2Shores « magazine, we 
have devoted an entire file that we believe to be 
exceptional in the Arab media to this matter. Our 
aim is to highlight the ugly side of political Is-
lam, which has no good aspect.

Through this special report, we would also 
like to present the shining face of tolerant Is-
lam that accepts the other, which has emerged 
throughout the Holy Quran, and which is reflec-
ted in Allah’s words such as: «You cannot guide 
whom you love, but Allah guides whom He 
wills, and He knows best those who are guided», 
or: «We have made you nations and tribes, that 
you may know one another». 

Allah did not say to kill each other or to fight, 
so when will the exploiters of Islam understand 
this, and when will Europeans understand that 
these people do not represent Islam in anything 
but are rather ‹merchants of religion’?

Islam is the word of 
Allah, Muslims are 
the servants and not 
the owners of the 
religion, for no one is 
the custodian of the 
Book of Allah.

It was imperative to 
recognize that the 
practice of politics 
in the name of Islam 
or what is called 
political Islam is a 
practice prohibited 
by custom before it 
is socially rejected...
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«Political Islam is a tool used 
to undermine state structures 

and social order under
the pretext of religion»

Me Elie Hatem, Doctor of Law, Lawyer at the Paris Court and at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague. He taught law and international 
relations at American and French universities and advised international 
politicians, including Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the former Secretary General 
of the United Nations. Member of the Steering Committee of “Action 
Française”“French Action”, a political movement created at the end of the 
19th century by Charles Maurras. He came into French political life and was 
a candidate in both municipal and legislative elections. He is also the political 
advisor to Jean-Marie Le Pen, the founding President of the Front National.

We ask him about his vision of political Islam and its implications in Europe.

You are one of the French people who 
understands political Islam the most, gi-
ven your persistent and constant defense 
of the concept of «multiple identities», 
does this strange approach therefore fall 
into the circle of multiple identities?

France is a country of Catholic Chris-
tian culture which has asserted itself since 
the baptism of Clovis. The country has 
known wars of religion between Catho-
lics and Protestants as well as a conflict 
with England, the motherland of the An-
glo-Saxon world. Thus, the identity of 
France was forged around catholicity un-
til it became the mother country of the 
“Catholic world”, nicknamed “the eldest 
daughter of the Church”. This did not 
prevent it from welcoming and accepting 
communities of other faiths or other reli-
gions, like Protestants, Muslims and Jews 
whose existence predates Christians. In-
deed, before renouncing proselytism, Ju-
daism had spread within the Roman Em-
pire with, sometimes, forced conversions 
leading the Roman authorities to repress it. 

Regarding Islam, according to Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, Muslim communities have come to settle 
in France since the 11th century, as certain ves-
tiges can attest it. Nevertheless, all these reli-
gions and denominations have remained small 
communities in France.

After the French Revolution of 1789 and the 
fall of the monarchy, France was drawn into 
the international wave of colonialism, imita-
ting other European and Eastern powers (such 
as the Ottoman Empire). Indeed, it must be re-
cognized that under the monarchy, apart from 
the expedition to America, France never had 
colonizing aims.

The French colonial empire emerged after 
the fall of the monarchy, when France gradual-
ly saw itself renounce its millennial identity, 
the fruit of Freemasonry and European foreign 
interventions seeking to weaken it.

Then, at the end of decolonization and due 
to the weak economic circumstances of decolo-
nized countries, our country witnessed a wave 
of massive immigration of populations mainly 
from states which were colonized by France or 
placed under French mandate by the League of 

The professor of political science, 
Elie Hatem:

Translation: BELKIS BOUALI
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Nations. This is how we have witnessed a surge 
of migratory populations from the Maghreb coun-
tries, of the Muslim religion, or even Africa, part 
of which is also of the Islamic religion. This had 
been happening since the end of the 60s and the 
beginning of the 70s. At that time, religion was not 
a problem, including Islam which was little prac-
ticed by these communities, not only in France but 
in their own countries.

However, the real problem was the lack of 
means to provide these immigrants with work and 
therefore a chance to integrate, or to assimilate 
into French society, especially since the oil crisis 
in the mid-70s. these economic difficulties and the 
crisis that France was going through, the policy 
of blind opening of borders continued. This gave 
rise to problems with some im-
migrants driven to delinquency, 
given the economic and financial 
difficulties they encountered but 
also by the lack of possibility of 
integration into French society.

The problems linked to immi-
gration were then exploited poli-
tically by certain political parties 
and movements, making immi-
grants an issue against the right, 
particularly the Front National. 
While the latter denounced this 
hypocrisy: opening borders to 
immigration without having 
the means to manage it. This 
situation caused a melting pot 
between these populations, a cer-
tain number of which were natu-
ralized, and the French traditio-
nal people. We then spoke of French people with 
an immigrant background to categorize this new 
population which found itself marginalized and 
without an identity. Indeed, these populations were 
both culturally rejected by their respective socie-
ties, in their countries of origin, and by French so-
ciety where they were not assimilated. It was only 
at the beginning of the 90s that these populations 
let themselves be carried away by a «religious» 
wave and made their religious affiliation a cement 
of identity, in a State which imposed «secularism» 
to erase the traces of catholicity which is mainly a 
cultural element that characterized French society.

 How did the expansion of political Islam 
reach Europe, and is it really a Western indus-
try, as many promote it?

Political Islam is an instrument used, at the in-
ternational level and in countries where there are 
Muslim communities, to destabilize state struc-
tures and social order under religious pretext. It 
was created with the movement of the Muslim 

Brotherhood which, as its name suggests, is 
a Masonic obedience under religious cover. 
Moreover, the followers of this movement 
may not be Muslims: Christians and Jews 
are part of this brotherhood. They just need to 
commit, during their initiation, to respect the 
principles edicted by this organization created 
in Egypt, under the leadership of England, to 
control the power of the monarch.

But above all, we owe the emergence of 
contemporary political Islam to an experiment 
in the use of religion for political ends, carried 
out by the Americans, following studies and 
analyzes carried out for this purpose by spe-
cialists in both academics and the intelligence 
world. The main experiments were carried out 

in Afghanistan and Iran. 
In Afghanistan, this led 
to the defeat of the So-
viet Union, and in Iran, 
the fall of the Pahlavi 
monarchy. In both coun-
tries, we have seen the 
resurgence of religion 
as a political factor. 
Saudi Arabia was led 
to help the Americans 
in this dispensary in 
Afghanistan, either 
directly or through 
Pakistan where Al 
Qaeda organization 
was born, under 
the impetus of the 
Saudi services. It 
was then that Tur-

ki Al Faisal called on Osama bin Laden 
who became an American CIA agent 
with the code name «Tim Osman». The 
Crown Prince of the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia recalled this fact in an inter-
view released to the Washington Post 
on March 22, 2018.

Then and in a second step, it was 
proceeded to the export of this formu-
la in other countries, in particular in 
the countries of eastern Europe, fresh 
out of communism at the end of the 
fall of the former Soviet Union. After 
having instrumentalized community 
factors in a conflict between Croatian 
Catholics and Serbian Orthodox, in 
order to erode the former Yugosla-
via which was going to unite with the 
Russian Federation and bring back the 
power of Moscow, a conflict between 
the Serbs and the Bosnians was unlea-
shed, on a religious background. The 

        The «Arab Spring» 
that the late Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali called 
«the endless winter» is 
the fruit of a political 
project that was carefully 
prepared to dislocate the 
Arab world, destroy Arab 
nationalism and replace 
it by belonging to a world 
of religious obedience 
«the Islamic world».
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latter were assisted by Mujahideen who had 
studied in Afghanistan. At the same time, 
the predominantly Muslim countries of the 

former Soviet Union were swept along by an 
“Islamizing” wave, going so far as to think 

about the creation of an “Islamic Emirate” in 
Dagestan, long before the eruption of Daesh in 

the Middle East. Although the populations of 
these countries are, on the one hand, non-prac-
ticing and, on the other hand, of the Sufi rite, 
they welcomed Salafism which had an influence 
on Chechnya which witnessed two military 
conflicts.

During this same period, Western Europe 
witnessed the beginnings of political Islam with, 
on the one hand, the emergence of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and, on the other hand, those of 
the Salafists who proselytized among 
the poorest people, especially in the 
suburbs, causing both a wave of “re-
ligiosity” among people from fami-
lies of Muslim cultural origin and 
another wave of conversion among 
people who do not come from such 
families.

In addition, the evolution of the 
means of communication and the 
media have allowed this wave of 
«Islamization» to advance 
in Europe, notably with 
television channels inclu-
ding the famous Al Jazee-
ra channel which, after 
having acquired an inter-
national reputation and 
enjoyed great credibility, 
broadcast programs with 
a view to push the Ara-
bic-speaking populations 
living in Europe to a strict 
practice and interpreta-
tion of Islam. It should 
be noted that Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar are only an 
instrument manipulated 
by the American services 
and those of their allies, 
especially Israel, to fi-
nance this propaganda.

It is in this context 
that the new followers 
of these movements, 
which have instrumenta-
lized religion for political 
ends, have become fana-
tic. Some of them went to 
join Mujahideen to fight in 
Bosnia.

Then, the «Arab Spring» and the war in Sy-
ria led to the accentuation of this phenomenon, 
particularly since the creation of Daesh. We also 
witnessed a digital evolution at that time which 
contributed to this phenomenon and which was 
exploited by those who lit this fuse in Western Eu-
rope.

It is said that political Islam caused the ruin 
of what is called the Arab Spring and that the 
democracy it spawned this spring gave Isla-
mists power they never dreamed, to have what 
do you think?

The «Arab Spring» that Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
nicknamed «the endless winter» is the fruit of a 
political project maturely prepared to disrupt the 
Arab world, destroy the Arab nationalism and 
replace it by belonging to a world of obedience. 

religious «UmmatIslamiyya», but above all 
to create both economic and cultural regres-
sion in these countries to be able to shape 
them more easily. In her book “Hard 
Choices”, Mrs. Hilary Clinton recognized 
this strategy.

It should be reminded that the Ameri-
cans played an important role in the Isla-
mic revolution in Iran, by abandoning the 

Shah and encouraging Khomei-
ni. Then, they thought 

they could crumble 
Iraq by weakening it 
through a war with 

Iran and by creating, 
inside this country, 
a community 
conflict between 
the Sunnis and 
the Shiites, then 
inflame this 

conflict by in-
volving the 
Kurds. But that 
failed, which 
led them to 
enact sanc-
tions against 
it to starve 
the Iraqi 
people and 
turn them 

against the 
government. 

But this strategy 
also having failed, 

an armed intervention 
was carried out with spurious 

pretexts to destroy the state and 
create chaos at first, before put-
ting communities back to back, 
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which led to the emergence of Daesh alongside 
the destabilization of Syria with a similar scenario 
within the framework of the “Arab Spring”.

As i indicated, this revolutionary phenomenon 
helped by the American-Zionist services through 
the foundations of Georges Soros encouraged 
the Islamists to appear on the political scene in 
particular in Egypt with Mohamed Morsi, in Tu-
nisia with Ennahdha or even in Libya. who suf-
fered the same fate than Iraq. In this country, the 
United States intervened through NATO to which 
France under Nicolas Sarkozy was totally subser-
vient. Since then, we have witnessed chaos and 
the emergence of Islamists remotely guided by the 
services through States instrumentalized for this 
purpose, like Qatar and Turkey where its leader, 
President Erdogan was led to believe, that he is 
able of resuscitating the Ottoman Empire, even 
the Caliphate, and thereby beco-
ming the “referent” or leader of 
the “Sunni world” following the 
example of Iran which has beco-
me that of the “Shiite world ”.

 Europe was embroiled in 
political Islam and most ter-
rorist operations were carried 
out by Islamic extremists. Did 
Europe fail to confront this 
faction?

European countries have been 
gradually dispossessed of their 
sovereignty and power. The lat-
ter is diluted for the benefit of the 
world of finance and multinatio-
nal firms. Their secret services are 
also weakened and became un-
der influence of pressure groups. 
Those groups have done everything to bring about 
the emergence of political Islam which, in my opi-
nion, is subservient to political Judaism which at-
tacks above all countries of Catholic culture, parti-
cularly in a large part of France. Like the strategy 
adopted in Arabian countries, political Judaism (or 
Zionism which is its main component nowadays) 
has no interest in carrying out this work directly. 
They act by proxy, therefore through the organiza-
tions of political Islam. By way of illustration, we 
must remember the links that Daesh maintained 
with Israel, which was not disturbed by the emer-
gence of Daesh. Thus, Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi’s 
deputy, the self-proclaimed Caliph of Daesh, Abu 
Muslim Al Turkmani, posted a twitter message on 
his organization’s official account, in which he in-
dicated that “in the Holy Quran, Allah does not did 
order us to fight Israel or the Jews”. In a statement 
at a conference held in Tel Aviv in January 2016, 
Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon did not he-
sitate to say: «if i had to choose between Iran and 

Daesh, i would choose Daesh». This same 
Israeli official insinuated, in April 2017, 
links between his government and Daesh, 
embarrassing political circles in his country. 
He indicated that Israel had received «an offi-
cial apology from Daesh for having fired some 
rockets against Israel by mitake». In addition, 
in 2016, the American newspaper Wall Street 
Journal, revealed Israeli military aid to the pa-
ramilitary group of Daesh, going as far as the 
training of a special military unit responsible 
for assisting this organization by providing it 
with «arms and ammunition», balances for its 
members «in an objective of» good neighbo-
rhood», to use the sentence used by journalist 
Ehud Yaari.

In the same newspaper, the spokesperson 
for the armed group dubbed «the Golan Figh-

ters» paid «vibrant tribute» 
to Israel for «having stood 
bravely by our side: if it was 
not for the help of Israel, we 
could never have stood up to 
the Syrian army», said Moa-
tassem Al Gholani while 
his fighting mate, AbouSa-
hil, revealed the amount 
paid by Israel as pay: «as 
commander, i receive an 
annual salary of 5,000 
dollars from Israel, and 
my group has been wor-
king with Tel Aviv since 
2013, that is, since a 
first major offensive 
by the Syrian army 
against our positions. 

We asked the Israelis to come to our 
help, to welcome our wounded to their 
hospitals. (...). Tel Aviv sent us money 
and ammunition not only to our group 
but also to other groups who were fi-
ghting alongside us in the Golan”. 
Finally, it is not uninteresting on this 
subject to recall the links maintained 
between Israel and Al Nosra Front de-
nounced by the United Nations. Thus, 
on December 11, 2014, in his quarter-
ly report to the Security Council, the 
former Secretary General of the Wor-
ld Organization revealed these links 
“for more than 18 months, facilitating 
the medical treatment of wounded fi-
ghters”.

Having succeeded in destroying 
the Middle East through political Is-
lam, political Judaism seeks to desta-
bilize European countries, especially 

        Acts of terrorism 
carried out in 
Europe and in 
France in particular 
are executed by 
individuals who are 
mostly killed when 
they are neutralized 
by the forces of law 
and order.
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France, through these organizations, by 
trying to create internal tensions in the hope 

of leading to a civil war. However, it should 
be remembered that this situation which the 
West and France are facing is due to a poorly 

conducted immigration policy, under the pres-
sure of European political movements subser-
vient to political Judaism. You can see that acts 
of terrorism carried out in Europe, and in France 
in particular, are carried out by individuals who 
are mostly killed during their neutralization by 
the police. They are all (except teacher murderer 
Samuel Paty) from an immigrant background 
with Arab-sounding identities. However, the 
most fanatical followers of pseudo-Islamist or-
ganizations are converts, as the Bosnian expe-
rience has shown. But unfortunately, the fact 
of evoking these elements in the West, which 
thwart the political projects which aim at the 
destabilization of Western societies, discredit 
you. As under the former Soviet Union, the 
questioning of the version imposed on pu-
blic opinion by mainstream medias even 
risks causing legal problems for its authors.

We must therefore recognize and admit 
a role of a foreign hand to benefit from 
these heinous acts, by creating harmful 
consequences for Muslims 
in Europe. Although 
Muslims have been 
and still are the main 
victims of the acts 
of “political Is-
lam” organiza-
tions around the 
world, Muslims 
in Europe are 
stigmatized.

 What do 
you think of 
the majo-
rity’s calls to 
classify the 
Muslim Bro-
therhood, a 
prominent 
figure in po-
litical Islam, 
as a terrorist 
grou p ?

All organiza-
tions of political 
Islam should be 
classified as terrorist 
groups. But it is also 
necessary to carry out 
in-depth investiga-
tions to find out their 

links with other organizations or entities of which 
they are in the pay, but also the origin of their hid-
den funding.

For many years you have been close to Arab 
leaders and advising some of them. In your opi-
nion, have the Arabs failed to thwart political 
Islam and where does it get its power and ter-
ror?

Most Arab leaders have been overwhelmed by 
the situation. They couldn’t make the right deci-
sions anymore. Take the example of Syria. I no-
ticed, a few years after the coming to power of 
President Bashar Al Assad, a wave of religious 
fundamentalists penetrate this country: women 
veiled themselves more and more, including in 
the administrations, which was unimaginable un-
der the former President Hafez El Assad... Unfor-
tunately, the Syrian president could not at the same 

time proceed to a liberalization of his 
country and undermine individual 

freedoms. In addition, the opening 
of his country allowed foreign Isla-
mist mercenaries to ignite the spark 

of civil war. Some were sent from 
Chechnya. At the same time, he was 

the victim of an international media 
campaign encouraged by Zionism. To-

day, Egyptian President al-Sisi is targe-
ted by an almost similar campaign.

I think that political Judaism 
(Zionism) with the pressure it 
puts on the United States of Ame-
rica through in particular the AI-
PAC, has for objective, within 
the Arab countries, to launch the 
poison (the political Islam and 
its organizations) and its antidote 
to push them into endless chao-
tic conflicts, according to the 
famous formula «divide et impe-
rare». Today Qatar, close to Israel 

since 1996, is pushed to help the 
movements of political Islam, as 
well as Turkey. At the same time, 
the United States and therefore Is-
rael are fueling fear in other coun-
tries to push them to fight against 
political Islam like Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and the United Arab Emi-
rates. In other words, the enemies 
of the Arab countries provided 
them with shovels to dig their own 
graves.

France is suffocating thousands 
of Arab personalities of political 
Islam, and these or some of them 
have targeted, with their ideas, the 
values of the French Republic, and 
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this is what made the criticisms addressed to 
the French president by its various leaders in 
their way of dealing with this phenomenon. 
What do you think is the best way for the 
French state to deal with political Islam?

Although i am not on his political side, i be-
lieve that President Macron is aware of all these 
difficulties. He is also aware of the real people 
who hide behind political Islam and whose fight 
is very difficult since they hold the real financial 
and media power. The latest wave of terrorism to 
which France has been a victim in recent times 
came at the end of the deterioration of its rela-
tions with Israel and Turkey, an essential ally of 
the United States, an important member within 
NATO and whose relations subordinates with Is-
rael leave no doubt, especially since the relaunch 
of the South Stream project.

In France there is a State within the State from 
which we must emancipate 
ourselves. In other words, 
you must tackle the root of 
the problem, not its conse-
quences. Otherwise, and to 
stay in power, you must sub-
mit to the real puppet mani-
pulators and pretend, in front 
of public opinion, to attack 
them. The President Fran-
çois Mitterrand knew how 
to juggle this problem until 
it was discovered and sullied 
by the media.

 France is experiencing 
unprecedented hostility 
from Muslims over what is considered as an 
assault on the personality of Prophet Mu-
hammad, who is wrong and who is right in 
this matter?

I presume you mean the cartoons published in 
the weekly newspaper Charlie Hebdo. This pri-
vate and independent media republished these 
drawings a few days ago, when the trial of the 
terrorists who committed an attack on its office 
in 2015 began. I condemned this publication in 
its time and even brought a lawsuit against this 
weekly. A few weeks after the attack, the desi-
gner Luz left this magazine...

I think it was a provocation that we could 
do without, given the context in 2014 and 2015 
with the emergence of leaders in political Islam 
and the danger that this publication was going 
to cause. Curiously, this left-wing weekly was 
in favor of the immigration policy in France and 
stood up against any attack against this policy 
under the pretext of the fight against racism and 
the defense of human rights. This was happe-
ning at a time when the strategy was to encou-

rage this phenomenon. Paradoxically, it 
was the initiator of a conflict which, beyond 
the French borders, created hostility against 
our country. This created a dilemma: in one 
side, the republican regime must defend one 
of its initial values which is that of freedom 
of expression, even if this principle is an illu-
sion and not really respected and, therefore, on 
the other side, to face this incomprehension on 
the part of Muslim believers especially in the 
world. It should be emphasized that it is Chris-
tians, in particular Catholics, who have for long 
been stigmatized and humiliated in France in 
the name of “secularism” and freedom of ex-
pression. This anti-Catholic war, waged on all 
levels including within the Catholic Church 
itself, led to the dechristianization of France.

It is to be hoped that this parenthesis is qui-
ckly forgotten because our country has an inte-

rest in preserving its links with 
the Muslim countries of the 
planet. They are called upon 
to better understand the com-
plexity of this issue.

How do you see the fu-
ture of political Islam in 
Europe and in the coun-
tries of its origins?

Political Islam will die 
out when its real leaders no 
longer need its existence 
or when they find another 
way to destabilize and 
weaken Europe, perhaps 
through a Sino-European 

economic conflict. Or again, it could 
end when Europe will no longer be a 
threat to the United States.

It is the same for its existence in 
its «countries of origin»; I will say 
in countries where there are Muslim 
communities. This movement (poli-
tical Islam) will disappear when the 
expected objective is achieved.

A last word for our readers?
The fight against political Islam 

involves education, culture and intel-
lectual awakening which depend on 
economic and financial factors. Fol-
lowing the example of communism 
which found an echo among the poor 
and destitute populations, little culti-
vated, political Islam is an ideology 
which develops in these circles. To 
guard against this and not allow fo-
reign hands to exploit this weakness, 
the education and progress of Muslim 
communities must be promoted.

          Political 
Islam will die out 
when its real actors 
no longer need its 
existence or when 
they find another way 
to destabilize and 
weaken Europe.
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After controlling the big Iraqi 
and Syrian cities, the caliphate 
is now collapsing on Syrian 
soil, to witness in the coming 
hours the expected end of the 

organization in the last strongholds of the 
Euphrates valley.

In the inferno of recent battles, hun-
dreds of fighters of the Islamic state have 
disappeared among the convoys of fleeing 
civilians, refusing to accept the idea of the 
collapse of their caliphate, waiting for 
any opportunity for revenge and retalia-
tion, while Al-Hol camp in Al-Hasakah 
countryside, which is populated by fa-
milies of the Islamic state, has witnessed 
daily revenge operations, starting with 
the murder of some thirty fleeing people.

Kurdish security forces, known as the 
“Assayech”, arrested sleeper cells of the 
Islamic state whose members were dis-
guised as women hiding their faces with 
the niqab, and entered Al-Hol camp, 
which is a refuge for civilians fleeing the 
battles of Al-Baghouz in the Deir Ezzor 
countryside.

These cells committed their massacre 
before burying the bodies under their 
tents. 

However, the terrorist state continues to commit 
crimes in the camp and threatens the return of the Isla-
mic state, even in a new version.

During the battles for the liberation of Baghouz, 
the militants of the Islamic state promoted their plan to 
execute 600 Yezidi hostages kidnapped since August 3, 
2014, after executing 50 of them who were kidnapped 
during the intensification of the battles. 

This brutal operation took place in three stages in 
different parts of the city on the border with Iraq, in 
revenge for the murder of prominent leaders of the or-
ganization and their families during the coalition air 
strikes against the city at the time.

It reminds me of a question that i asked Caron Rose, 
a high-ranking British diplomat, five years ago: «Can 
the spectre of the Islamic state stop and dissipate fore-
ver, or will it be back on the scene with a new version?

Rose had commented on the scenario concerning the 
end of the Islamic state during his visit to the Kurdish 
cities of northern and eastern Syria in the summer of 
2015, saying: «It is difficult to predict how the Islamic 
state will end and when, as it has emerged, given that 
it has reached an advanced stage of strength in a short 
period of time; eliminating the Islamic state requires 
more effort and more time, and according to my per-
sonal follow-up of the evolution of events, i would rule 
out its final elimination. In the future, the scenario of 
the Islamic state will be repeated under a new name and 
in a new geography».

Written by : Lamar Arkandi
Specialist in the affairs of extremist groups

The “Black Banners’’
look for new thrones in Europe

Translation: BELKIS BOUALI
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The Islamic state has lost 99% 
of the territory across the borders 
of the so-called Caliphate, which 
Al-Baghdadi has declared in Iraq 
and Syria in 2014.

The extremist group’s dream 
of building a state collapsed when 
it was eliminated from Mosul, in 
Iraq, on July 2017, and was subse-
quently expelled last October from 
the Syrian region of Raqqa, which 
it had declared the capital of the 
Caliphate.

Following the major defeats 
they endured, the members of the 
Islamic state have withdrawn to 
the desert areas of Syria and there 
are almost no regional gains left 
for them.

While the Islamic state has de-
graded Al Qaeda since 2014 in ci-
ties such as Raqqa and Mosul, we 
are finally witnessing the re-acqui-
sition of Al Qaeda organizations 
in cities such as Idleb, or other 
countries such as Yemen, while 
the Islamic state tends to occupy 
the Tora Bora mountains, Osama 
bin Laden’s stronghold, in order to 
place their brigade there and prove 
the strength of their presence.

Indeed, it is noteworthy that 
members of the ‹Guardians of Religion’ organization, 
based in the mountains west of Idleb, Mount Barisha 
and the Syrian city of Sarmin, have appeared in a nu-
mber of Iraqi provinces, such as Salah al-Din, Anbar, 
Nineveh, Kirkuk, Khanaqin and the Sharqat district.

The jihadist faction of 18,000 fighters was created 
at the end of February 2019 and has pledged alle-
giance to al-Qaeda, declaring obedience to Ayman 
al-Zawahiri, and many leaders of ‹Tahrir al-Sham’ 
joined it later.

As for the first operation it conducted independent-
ly, it was against Syrian government forces in the nor-

th of the governorate of Ha-
mah.

Meanwhile, many fighters 
of the Islamic state sought to 
move out of Syria towards the 
Iraqi desert near the Anbar re-
gion, and within the framework 
of the organization’s strategy, 
an interest in the creation of 
new zones of influence such as 
Libya, Afghanistan, even So-
malia and other countries, has 
emerged, reinforcing the need to 
eradicate ideological and extre-
mist thinking such as that spread 
by the Islamic state in order to 
disrupt their ability to infiltrate 
sympathisers and those with a 
tendency towards extremism.

Mounir Adeeb, an expert on 
Islamic movements and terro-
rism, describes the extinction of 
an extremist organization such 
as the Islamic state as «a very 
difficult matter, as it requires 
the surrender of such organi-
zations and their declaration 
of loss. 

This is something that 
most of these organizations 
refuse to do and choose to 
pull out in order to wait for 

the right opportunity to get up again».
In the light of policies that do not treat the 

extremist organization seriously, Adeeb un-
derlines the inevitability of the return of the 
Islamic state by noting that we are now wit-
nessing a new reproduction of the organi-
zation with a different tactic and a different 
name as well.

Thus, in the absence of any perception 
of confrontation with the extremist ideas 
left behind by the organization, the libera-
tion of Mosul and Raqqa does not neces-
sarily mean the end of the organization, 
and there is a fear that the political and 
security context that has revived extre-
mism and strengthened it in large areas 
still exists in Iraq, Syria and the region 
in general.

Consequently, the geographical nar-
rowing of the organization may be ac-
companied by an ideological expansion 
of black banners in search of new organi-
zational means to reappear in conflict re-
gions, whether in the Middle East, South 
East Asia, West Africa or Europe through 
the ‹lone wolf strategy’ and sleeper cells.

It is difficult to predict 
how the Islamic state 
will end and when, 
as it has emerged, 
given that it has 
reached an advanced 
stage of strength 
in a short period of 
time; eliminating the 
Islamic state requires 
more effort and more 
time, and according to 
my personal 
follow-up of the 
evolution of events, i 
would rule out its final 
elimination. In the 
future, the scenario 
of the Islamic state 
will be repeated under 
a new name and in a 
new geography

       The geographical narrowing 
of the organization may be 
accompanied by an ideological 
expansion of black banners in 
search of new organizational 
means to reappear in conflict 
regions, whether in the Middle 
East, South East Asia, West 
Africa or Europe through the ‹lone 
wolf strategy’ and sleeper cells.
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Imam of the mosque of Drancy (Seine-Saint-Denis) and president of the 
cultural association of Muslims, Hassen Chalghoumi calls for an Islam of the 
Enlightenment.

Today, Hassen is threatened as well as his whole family, living under high pro-
tection, because of his visions and his fight against extremist ideas

In this context, the 2shores magazine did not miss the opportunity to carry out 
this exclusive interview with Chalghoumi, focusing on his vision and his journey 
with an in-depth analysis of the situation in Europe with regard to political Islam.

Mr Hassen, why are you the most 
controversial Muslim personality 
in France? 

I would rather say that i am a 
voice among those of the Muslims 
of France, i am not the most contro-
versial, but i rather see myself as the 
most courageous to say what i think. 
I may be controversial because i at-
tack and criticize the political Islam 
that everyone avoids talking about, 
foreign interference, salafism, 
Muslim Brotherhood...

I’ve been in the field for years, 
more than 15 years, I’ve been trying 
to make a real reform within Islam in 
France, but there is a universal Islam. 

However, Islam is adapting, we 

have Eastern Islam, Indian Islam, Arab 
Islam...

I have written a lot on this subject, i 
have several books in particular about Is-
lam in France. 

How do you see the situation of 
Muslims in France and in Europe in 
general?

The highest number of Muslims in 
Europe is in France, there are almost 
between 6 and 10 million, and France has 
past colonial relations with some African 
countries, particularly the countries of 
North Africa, divided according to natio-
nality.

The secular state has not been able to 
organize Islam and Muslims since the mi-
gration, about 4 years ago, and the Mi-

Hassen Chalghoumi, 
France’s most controversial 

Muslim personality

«The Islam of the
Enlightenment allows
us to see religious
texts as protectors
of the human being
and not as a text
inciting to killing»

Translation: BELKIS BOUALI
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nistry of the Interior has been trying to ma-
nage this difference of cults for a long time.

At the same time, it is the foreign states 
that manage the Muslim community: Alge-
ria manages the Algerians, Morocco ma-
nages the Moroccans, Turkey since 2000 is 
trying to manage the Turks, also the political 
Islam of the Muslim Brotherhood, Qatar has 
entered the scene since 1995 through the fi-
nances and the platform of the IOF (Islamic 
Organization of France) and Saudi Arabia is 
also concerned about the Salafists.

This is unfortunately the situation, mar-
ked by a division of nationalities and struc-
tures which are very complicated.

In Europe in general, the situation of Mo-
roccans in Belgium is the same, in Italy si-
milar, in Spain too, in Germany also with 
the Turks.

Unfortunately, Muslims are not orga-
nized, especially since 
there is no ideological 
reference, the only re-
ference is that of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
(the Fatwas of Al-Qa-
radawi and others).

The political parties 
of the Muslim Brothe-
rhood are very orga-
nized, then there are 
the Salafists who are 
linked to Saudi Ara-
bia. Morocco also is 
trying to organize the 
Moroccan imams in 
general.

Here, we are wor-
king to have an ideolo-
gical reference that can help in the training 
of imams, guides and mediators.

You benefit from continuous police pro-
tection, which means that you are under 
threat. Who is threatening you and why?

Now, for almost 10 years, i have been un-
der police protection because unfortunately, 
there is always this minority that does not 
accept divergence and the lives of others.

My views and position are clear against 
extremism, radical Islam, Islamism and es-
pecially political Islam, the Salafists and the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Furthermore, in the framework of my re-
lations with the Jews and my peace trips to 
Israel and Palestine, i have had many threats 
from Hamas, Hezbollah, Al Qaeda, the Isla-

mic State and some individuals.
This is not strange from the extre-

mists: threats, violence, hatred, since 
they have a doctrine (that of Abdullah 
Azzam) which says that if you have ten 
bullets, you have to save nine for the trai-
tors and only one for the enemy, and we 
are traitors for them. They are far from Is-
lam, based on love and peace (according 
to the conception of the Prophet Moham-
med).

You fiercely defend what you call 
French Islam or the Islam of the En-
lightenment, what is the philosophy 
behind it and why do Islamists oppose 
it? Finally, why do you face constant 
threats?

The Islam of the Enlightenment is the 
true Islam, it is the Islam of coexistence, 
love and humanism, not of hatred and vio-

lence (if the beard 
were to lead to pa-
radise, Fidel Cas-
tro would be the 
first to get there). 
This is not at all 
the principles of 
Islam.

I have been 
sent to defend 
and comple-
ment ethical 
values, huma-
nism and al-
truism, based 
on Allah’s 
holy words to 
the Prophet 
Mohammad: 

«And we have sent you only as a 
mercy for the universe».

The Islam of the Enlighten-
ment allows us to see religious 
texts as protectors of the human 
being and not as a text inciting to 
killing. This Islam is the one that 
is needed to coexist. 

We are in the country of lights 
and human rights and our reli-
gion is a source of love and mer-
cy, so why don’t we apply the 
good terms of our religion?

If Charlie Hebdo publishes 
unacceptable cartoons, we should 
respond with common sense 
and forgiveness, not hatred. Our 

I would rather say that i am 
a voice among those of the 
Muslims of France, i am not 
the most controversial, but i 
rather see myself as the most 
courageous to say what i 
think. I may be controversial 
because i attack and criticize 
the political Islam».
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prophet suffered in Mecca, they killed 
his family, and yet he told them: «Go, 
you are free».

It is time for change, for decades we 
have been living with terrorism (Al Qae-
da, the youth of Somalia, Boko Haram...). 
We can ask ourselves the reason for this 
situation when we belong to a religion of 
mercy and peace.

I believe in it, and i believe in citizenship, 
but extremists do not. 

As French people in this country, we 
have all our rights, unlike Islamist groups 
who believe in a community.

France offers and respects all the rights 
of these citizens, this does not suit these 
extremists because for them, only terro-
rism, fear and division matter.

Personally, i believe in these ideas 
and in living in harmony, not consi-
dering non-Muslims as enemies, 
but as a human being who has his 
own convictions.

Political Islam originated 
in Europe and was sponso-
red by some of the European 
countries, but today it has 
turned into a nightmare of extre-
mism and terrorism. Can we say 
that magic has turned against the 
magician?

Let’s be honest, political Islam has 
existed for 14 centuries, there are 
even universities that have adopted 
political Islam. It exists even before 
the emergence of the Muslim Bro-
therhood Organization which was 
founded in Egypt with the help of 
the British secret service.

For me, it is an internal war 
and a personal effort to improve 
the situation, to correct and fight 
against the image given to the pu-
blic of a violent Islam by a certain 
category that uses a few Quranic 
verses such as those that speak 
of Jihad to generate and exercise 
violence.  

In addition, Europe has taken 
in political refugees from Enna-
hdha party who have fled from 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, 
believing their stories of suffering 
in their own countries.  

However, they turned out to be 
part of the secret services, which 

is where the magic turned against the ma-
gician.

As a result, Europe has been betrayed, 
but it may be that the old continent too is a 
little guilty, as we must take responsibility 
and not throw all the blame on others. 

I can say that no attention has been paid 
to the truth about the extremist Islamist 
groups that lead dangerous ideas such as Al 
Qaeda and many others that put pressure on 
the country. It can also be said that politi-
cal Islam is used by external secret services 
from other countries.

Therefore you may be right, the magic 
has turned against the magician.

How do you evaluate the phenome-
non of political Islam and the horrors it 
has committed against countries that are 
adapting to it and other countries in the 
world, such as France for example?

France is a secular country, the country of 
freedom, but unfortunately it has not been 
able to neutralize some extremist groups and 
some communities such as the CCF founda-
tion for example and the foundations against 
islamophobes.

Today Europe reacts and issues laws to 
limit foreign funding, such as the law of se-
paratism which will conclude categorical 
clauses.

Political Islam: The snowball that burned down Europe
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Nevertheless, there are fears that exter-
nal forces, such as extremist Yemeni forces, 
may opt for confrontation.

What went wrong and what happened 
to Europe, especially France in its rela-
tions with the Islamists?

The immigrant youth community, which 
exists in Europe and in France in particular, is 
an easy prey for extremist groups who sow in 
them falsified principles. They detect the in-
ner conflict of identity in them, since most of 
them come from countries that were colonized 
by France, and they rely on the discourse of 
loyalty to the country of birth and that of poli-
tical Islam.

Unfortunately, once these young people 
adapt the extremists’ vision, they take action to 
take revenge on their countries and their reli-
gion.

You are of Tunisian and 
Algerian origin, how do 
you evaluate the experience 
of political Islam in these 
two countries and what is 
your analysis of the horrors 
it has caused?

My father is original-
ly from Algeria and he was 
born in Tunisia, but unfor-
tunately i don’t know Tuni-
sia, i left it a long time ago 
but i know very well that it is 
not the same, it is no longer 
the Tunisia of Bourguiba or 
Ben Ali, it is today disoriented and filled with 
those who adapt extremist ideas. 

Today Tunisia is full of hatred against those 
who do not share the same ideas and principles, 
in a country of freedom and love where there 
is Ghriba and Carthage, an artist suffers during 
his visit just because he is Jewish and everyone 
revolts against him by quoting speeches of Zio-
nism. It is sad, future generations will pay the 
price...The Islam of love and mercy no longer 
exists, the one who prays hates the one who 
does not.

On social networks, young Tunisians only 
talk about hatred and violence, it makes me 
really sad to think about Tunisia.

Algeria also suffered a lot and paid the price 
during the civil war against political Islam and 
the Islamic front. The danger still exists in 
Algeria, although it knows how to face it, but 
the security and economic situation is always 
risky, in the presence of political Islam and the 
Islamic front.

What is the situation of Muslims in 
France after the recent terrorist inci-
dents and what role do you play in crea-
ting harmony between Islam and the rest 
of religions in France?

France and Europe in general have reac-
ted after the latest incidents and after having 
paid heavily, to fight against political Islam 
funded by Qatar and Turkey and other coun-
tries in order to sow total chaos.

First of all, we must admit that violence 
and terrorism exist in us too, this can be clear-
ly seen if we look at what is happening today 
in the Tunisian parliament, the robberies, the 
Tunisians in Syria and Iraq, the bombings in 
Tunisia, the young people who are adapting 
extremist ideas. We tend to banalize violence, 
it’s innate... 

Look at the Tunisian 
elections, it was a cam-
paign against France and 
the Jews, when it should 
have been a campaign 
against poverty and ter-
rorism.

Last words on your 
vision of political Is-
lam and how Europe 
could get rid of it?

There are 4 main 
points to get rid of this 
phenomenon:

1- Fight against 
external funding 

of extremist organizations, especially 
towards Qatar and Turkey.

2- Limiting the discourse and ap-
pearance of extremist islamists on so-
cial networks.

3- Monitor mosques and public 
places to limit the appearance of ex-
tremist groups.

4- Reorganize the Islam of France 
so that it becomes an Islam of en-
lightenment, altruism and fraternity 
as incited by the Prophet Moham-
med.

Finally, more details of Hassen 
Chalghoumi’s challenge and his 
journey to fight against extremist 
and political Islam can be found in 
his book «For the Islam of France», 
which drew much critical attention, 
compounded by threats from the 
most radical fringes of the Muslim 
community.

   Political Islam 
has existed for 14 
centuries, there are even 
universities that have 
adopted political Islam. 
It exists even before 
the emergence of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
Organization.
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«Work-freedom-dignity» is a slogan that the 
working class seeks to preserve in practice, in or-
der to maintain cohesion within any society, to get 
a secure source of subsistence (work), to obtain 
the rights related to this work and to practice it 
with the utmost humanity (dignity), and finally 
to work without discrimination, restriction, coer-
cion or compulsion (freedom), whether this work 
is done within the mother country or in a foreign 
country.

Migrant Arab workers
in Turkey

Speaking of Arab societies, there are several 
political, economic and social transformations 
that have also affected the coherence of this slo-
gan, and the way it is implemented as a result 
of these fluctuations, such as unemployment 
rates, immigration and the level of per capita 
income, in the light of suc-
cessive governments and 
political changes.

Taking into account 
also the principles and 
standards contained in 
the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights 
and stipulated by the 
United Nations within 
the framework of the 
International Labour 
Organization, in parti-
cular the Convention 
concerning Labour 
Migration ( N°97), 
the Convention concerning Migra-
tions in Abusive Conditions and the 
Promotion of Equality of Opportunity 
and Equality of Treatment of Migrant 
Workers (N°143), the Immigration at 
Work Recommendation (N°86) and 
the Migrant Workers Recommendation 
(N°151)), the Forced Labour Conven-
tion (N°39) and the Abolition of Forced 
Labour Convention (N°105), we find 
that the discrimination practiced by the 
current Turkish regime against non-Tur-

kish employees (whether immigrants or residents) 
in Turkey undermines these charters, agreements 
and commitments previously concluded by Turkey 
and reinforces the concepts of racism, slavery and 
discrimination.

Article (23) of the Convention on the Inter-
national Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families provides 
that migrant workers and members of their fami-
lies shall enjoy the right to asylum, protection and 
assistance from the consular or diplomatic authori-

ties of their country of origin or 
of the State which represents the 
interests of that country.

Whenever a violation of 
the rights recognized in this 
Convention occurs, the person 
concerned in case of expulsion 
shall be informed of this right 
without delay and the authori-
ties of the expelling State shall 
facilitate the exercise of this 
right.

Looking at the situation of 
migrant workers in Turkey, we 
see that the Turkish regime has 
mobilized many migrant wor-

kers and their families «by force» at the borders 
of Turkey, and sent them to Europe in order to put 
political pressure on European countries for speci-
fic benefits and interests. 

This exploitation of migrant workers and 
their families is incompatible with international 
conventions and the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights.

The rights of Turkish
employees in Turkey

For decades, the Turkish regime has been preoc-
cupied with desperate and miserable attempts to 

An Observational Study on Turkey’s efforts
to bring radical Islam to the labour and trade

union movement in the Middle East

Turkey’s call for 
the creation of an 
Islamic workers’ 

union violates 
International 

Labour Organization 
standards
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introduce radical Islam into the Arab trade union 
movement. This is in addition to the Islamisation of 
trade union and workers’ organizations in Turkey.

Moreover, Turkey is among the 10 worst coun-
tries in terms of violations of workers’ rights.

Indeed, the Turkish regime, led by President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, is ranked among the 10 worst 
countries in the world in terms of labour rights viola-
tions for the seventh consecutive year. This is preci-
sely what was stated in a recent report published by 
the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) 
on international labour conditions for the year 2020.

Turkey, which violates wor-
kers’ rights, impedes the freedom 
of expression of employees and the 
trade unions that represent them, 
where trade unionists are subject 
to arrest in that country, in addi-
tion to the fact that workers’ rights 
in Turkey have no guarantees, so 
that trade union members have 
been dismissed from their jobs: 
there are practical cases and mo-
dels that confirm this fact.

The government adopts hostile 
attitudes towards trade unions. Re-
pression against trade unions and 
the violation of citizens’ rights all 
create an atmosphere of fear and 
anxiety. 

In addition, employers in Tur-
key seek to disrupt trade union 
activities through racism and the 
arbitrary expulsion of workers wi-
thout government supervision.

Workplace accidents are increasing significant-
ly in Turkey in the absence of occupational safety 
standards stipulated by international law. In March, 
at least 113 Turkish workers lost their lives as a result 
of workplace accidents, 14 of whom died from co-

rona infection, according to a report published 
in April by the Turkish Labour and Employee 
Safety Council.

A report prepared by the «Forum for the 
Prevention of Feminicide» in Turkey revealed 
at the beginning of 2019 that the total number 
of people who died as a result of work-related 
accidents during the 16 years of the ruling of 
Justice and Development Party led by Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan reached 22,500.

Due to high unemployment rates, em-
ployees are willing to work in jobs that do 

not provide a minimum 
level of job security.

In August, official 
Turkish statistics re-
vealed that the country’s 
companies had vio-
lated the rights of 86% 
of workers, preventing 
them from joining 
unions that guarantee 
their rights by law.

According to 
press reports, Turki-
sh companies prefer 
to recruit employees 
without joining a 
trade union so that 
they are not obliged 
to respect all le-
gal rights of em-
ployees.

On June 3, 2019, 
the International Labour Organization 
criticized President Erdogan’s go-
vernment for labour violations, inclu-
ding trade union bans, dismissals and 
other violations of employees’ rights.

In addition, the «Global Rights In-

According to the 
Egyptian Federation 

of Trade Unions 
and its general 
syndicates, the 

revolution of June 
30 saved Egypt 

from the terrorist 
Brotherhood who 

were trying to 
hijack the country 
into the unknown
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dex» report confirms that the year 2020 is the 
worst year for Turkish employees in the last 

seven years in terms of extortion and violation 
of their rights. The report includes a global ana-
lysis of the rights violations faced by workers 

and their trade unions in a number of countries 
around the world. 

After studying these conditions in 144 coun-
tries, the federation lists the worst countries for 
employees.

Official statistics in Turkey reveal that the nu-
mber of unemployed people reached about 8 mil-
lion at the beginning of this year 2020, but they 
have increased considerably with the Corona virus 
epidemic in the country.

According to the latest statistics from the Pro-
gressive Trade Union Confederation, the number 
of unemployed in Turkey is estimated at 12 mil-
lion.

Last March (2020), 232 
thousand people in Turkey 
applied for «unemployment 
benefits», and those who 
applied for this assistance 
were already unemployed 
before the current Corona 
crisis.

Recently, the leftist 
writer Fikret Başkaya 
said that trade unions in 
Turkey have faced real 
difficulties throughout 
history, but they have 
now become a burden 
on the working class 
they are supposed to 
represent.

Recent official Turkish statistics show 
that companies in the country have vio-
lated the rights of 86% of workers by 
preventing them from joining trade 
unions to preserve their rights under the 
law. The Turkish Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security recently stated that 
86% of the country’s employees do not 
belong to any union.

Other statistics show that the num-
ber of Turkish workers who are union 
members is one million 894 thousand 
and 170 employees out of a total of 
13 million 764 thousand and 63 em-
ployees. This means that the percentage 
of workers who are union members is 
only 13.7%!

On the last Labour Day, Ayub Ozer, 
International Affairs Coordinator of the 
Progressive Federation of Trade Unions, 
known as DISK, said: «It was planned to 

hold small celebrations to mark Labour Day with 
the symbolic participation of 20 people in front of 
our trade union headquarters spread all over Tur-
key, but the local police attacked us and did not al-
low us to continue our peaceful marches, arresting 
20 trade unionists».

Reactions of employee groups 
towards Turkish interventions 
in Arab countries (politically, 

militarily and socially)

Many Arab trade unionists and employees consi-
der Turkish interference in Libyan affairs unaccep-
table, although Libyan and Egyptian trade union or-
ganizations have also condemned it, given that there 
are at least one million Egyptian employees in Libya.

In this context, it should be noted that «Noured-
dine Taboubi», Secretary General of 
the Tunisian General Labour Union 
(the oldest workers’ organization in 
Tunisia), warned against the pene-
tration of the country’s sovereignty 
by Turkey, in response to the visit of 
Turkish President «Erdogan» to Tu-
nisia, in order to allow the Tunisian 
lands to be transformed into safe 
zones for the Turkish military and to 
allow the arrival of Turkish military 
equipment, arms and ammunition.

Meanwhile, he revealed some 
details of the suspicious agree-
ment that the Tunisian authorities 
concluded with a Turkish company 
to allow it to have the privilege of 

operating Enfidha Hammamet International Airport 
for a symbolic fee, in order to work towards activa-
ting intra-trade and allowing the Tunisian market to 
receive Turkish goods and products, despite Tunisia’s 
high unemployment and inflation rates.

Consequently, the secretary general of the UGTT 
condemned this situation and accused the political 
parties of trying to infiltrate the workers’ organiza-
tion in order to serve its interests, indicating that he 
knows well where these parties operate, adding: «We 
are entrusted to the Tunisian Union, and we will pro-
tect it from any wretched attempt to penetrate it».

This happened in front of a crowd of Tunisian em-
ployees, in a speech from the balcony of the Union’s 
headquarters: «For Erdogan or whoever, sovereignty 
is a red line and no loyalty to anyone other than Tu-
nisia. Tunisia is greater than Erdogan and any axis, 
we reject the involvement of our country in suspi-
cious international alliances, whatever happens, and 
we call on all authorities to be vigilant and prudent, 
to prevent Tunisia from becoming a crossing point 
for arms or a base for attacking the Libyan people, a 

 For decades, the 
Turkish regime has 
been preoccupied 

with desperate and 
miserable attempts 
to introduce radical 

Islam into the 
Arab trade union 

movement.
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passage for ISIS to Libya or a refuge for them».
In Egypt, the Federation of Trade Unions stated 

that the Revolution of June 30 had saved Egypt from 
the Muslim Brotherhood terrorist group that was 
trying to hijack the country into the unknown and 
turn it into a haven for extremist groups after the «ra-
dical Islamisation of institutions», which would have 
had negative effects on industry and the economy, as 
well as on workers’ rights, as had happened in other 
countries.

In this context, Turkey sought to support the 
Muslim Brotherhood to infiltrate the Egyptian trade 
union movement, but the Egyptian employees qui-
ckly thwarted the project.

This is in addition to the union’s attempt to support 
the Libyan national trade union organization. The Fe-
deration has filed a complaint with the International 
Labour Office against the detention of Egyptian wor-
kers by the Libyan militia, while the Arab Workers’ 
Union and the African Organization have made great 
efforts to resist the Turkish intrusion, which wanted 
with all its might to destabilize the Arab trade union 
organizations and infiltrate the ranks of workers.

Observers believe that this attempt by the Muslim 
Brotherhood to break the union has not stopped until 
today, and will not stop in the light of the survival of 
the Turkish dictator «Erdogan» at the head of power, 
who aspires to rule the region, and who seeks to des-
troy the Arab countries in order to restore the glories 
of the Ottoman Empire once again.

Turkey’s call for the creation 
of an Islamic workers’ union

Turkey’s call for the setting up of an Islamic 
trade union for workers, years ago, provoked many 
angry reactions among trade unions and labour enti-
ties in Egypt and Arab countries, after the Egyptian 
Trade Union Federation revealed Ankara’s attempt 
to promote the idea among Islamic countries, which 

prompted the Egyptian Trade Union Federation to 
confront it.

The call for the creation of the Islamic Trade 
Union of Workers, which the Egyptian Trade 
Union Federation described as suspicious, pro-
voked the anger of Egyptian and Arab trade union 
leaders, so the Egyptian union confirmed that the 
workers’ trade union movement was witnessing a 
major Arab and regional breakthrough, claiming 
that Egyptian and Arab workers were rejecting 
the invitation.

Despite the Iranian regime’s attempts to pe-
netrate Arab trade union organizations in Iraq, 
Bahrain and Palestine, the doctrinal and ideo-
logical difference in many Arab countries did 
not coincide with Iranian interference, so the 
Turkish regime tried to seize the opportunity 
instead of the Iranian regime in an attempt to 
approach Arab Islamic labour unions.

It should be noted that Turkey’s call for 
the creation of an Islamic workers’ union 
violates the standards of the International 
Labor Organization, and that trade union 
entities around the world are not classi-
fied on the basis of religion and reject this 
idea.

Moreover, these calls will not reso-
nate in the scene of Egyptian and Arab 
workers, as the latter are confronting 
this idea with an iron fist, especially 
since such a call aims at breaking the 
unity of the Arab peoples through the 
workers, after the Turkish regime and 
its collaborators failed to use terrorist 
groups as a kind of political blackmail.

In conclusion, the trade union mo-
vement is not linked to any religion or 
political entity, as this idea aims at di-
sintegrating, separating and sabotaging 
the labor movement, through suspicious 
Turkish religious ideologies.
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How do you plan to fight against the 
rampant Islamism in France?

Quite simply, by reaffirming a simple 
rule which is the principle of secula-
rism. Everyone is free to believe in 
God an practice the faith he wants, the 
religion he wants, but in respect of 
the common laws of the democracy 
of the republic, that is to say that 
the religious sphere must not pre-
vail over the political sphere.

Catholics had to comply with 
this, it is the law of 1905. The 

police have broken down the 
doors of religious congre-

gations: Catholic worship 
but also Jewish worship 
have done so. Islam sim-
ply needs to understand 
that in France there is no 
place for political Islam. 
Radical Islamism is a 
scourge that must be 
fought everywhere.

Every Muslim can 

practice his faith while respecting the laws 
of the republic. If people want to live in a 
country where Sharia is applied, then there 
are plenty of countries that can accom-
modate these people. But when you are in 
France, you respect the common law which 
is the secular republican law. But at the same 
time, it is not forbidden to live with your 
identity, your faith naturally and fortunately 
there are many people who live it very well.

Do you make a difference between 
national Muslims who only ask to live 
in harmony with their French fellow ci-
tizens, and Muslims who proselytize 
through ostentatious signs?

Of course, i make the difference! The 
proof is that here in the city of Yerres, where 
i was mayor for over 20 years, there is a 
prayer room, with a Muslim association that 
has never caused any problem, and there are 
hundreds of thousands of French Muslims 
perfectly integrated into our society as are 
French Catholics, French Jewish, or even 
French Buddhists, who all respect the repu-
blic.

Nicolas Dupont-Aignan, president of the political 
movement “Debout la France”:

«Islam simply needs to understand 
that in France there is no place

for political Islam»
From his early youth, Nicolas Dupont-Aignan shared the ideas of Gaullism and quickly became 

involved in politics by joining the “Rassemblement pour la République” (RPR). Mayor of the com-
mune of Yerres, a small town located in the suburbs of Paris (Essonne) from 1995 to 2017, 

he also takes an active part in French political life at the national level: deputy 
of the Essonne since 1997, he defends sovereignty, a political line close to his 
mentors Charles Pasqua and Philippe Seguin. When he left the UMP in 2007, 

he created his own political movement and stood for the presidential elections 
of 2012 and 2017, where he caused a sensation by announcing his support 
to Marine Le Pen in the second round of the presidential election. Nicolas 
Dupont-Aignan has already declared his nomination for the next presidential 

election in 2022.
Good evening and happy to find you among us, the voice of both shores. It is 

the relationship between France and Tunisia that will interest us today, and par-
ticularly the close relations between these two friendly countries on the Mediter-

ranean shore. Our guest of the day, Nicolas Dupont-Aignan, has a very interesting 
opinion on this topic and does not lack courage in his answers. Let’s start with the 

straightforward things. Translation: BELKIS BOUALI
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The basic problem in our country is that we 
were weak towards dangerous political Islamists 
and that we forgot to value all French Muslims 
who live their faith quietly, who work actively 
for the national life, who are lawyers, doctors, 
nurses, orderlies, police officers, soldiers who 
risk their lives in Mali for the good of France. 
These people, we never talk about them! We 
never talk about those who are normal citizens 
and we always talk about terrorists, Islamists and 
dangerous people. Why? It’s weird. I want to be 
ruthless with those who want to destroy our so-
ciety, not because they are Muslims but because 
they want to destroy our society. However, i am 
totally ok to open our arms to those who behave 
normally and who respect the laws of the French 
Republic.

Several countries in the 
world have classified the 
Muslim Brotherhood as a 
terrorist organization, what 
is France waiting for to go in 
the same direction, knowing 
that the Muslim organization 
of France (ex-UOIF) is an 
active branch of the Muslim 
Brotherhood?

What is incredible in France, 
and i have been fighting it for 20 
years, is that France lets dange-
rous people proselytize, people 
who are banned from living in 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. I 
would like someone to explain 
to me, how can a country like 
France accept that people who 
are banned from staying in Maghreb countries, 
have the right to spread hatred in France? Fur-
ther it is the fault of some French politician of the 
far left party who make the French feel guilty by 
saying «you are racist if you say stop to someone 
dangerous», but it is the opposite in fact, those 
dangerous politicians are making paternalism, in 
the name of human rights!

I consider you to be a French guy, i do not look 
at the colour of the skin, i do not look at social 
origin, i do not look at manners, i do not look 
at religion. I consider every French person to be 
French, full stop! I don’t look at any other crite-
rions. However, if the person is a fundamentalist 
of any religion and wants to put bombs against 
French society whatever his religion, i say stop! 
Outside, outside! You are a delinquent, drug traf-
ficker, member of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
everything else, outside! There is no way. Be-
cause you discredit those who like you arrived in 
France and have assimilated and integrated into 
French society. So, let’s be clear, let’s stop this 

French complex which is always afraid to 
tell the truth and the reality! I have no com-
plex, i am clear in advocating the equality 
of all citizens, wherever you come from. If 
you respect the laws of the republic, then you 
have an open window for you in France.

How to fight against foreign funding of 
some associations?

They subsidize our enemies. It is imperative 
to cancel and prohibit foreign funding for all 
religions. Why does Mr Erdogan’s Turkey fi-
nance the mosques in Strasbourg or Mulhouse?

The Parisian football club (PSG) is the 
property of the Qatari, how can it remain 
so? Isn’t this a source of hope for a youth 
which is often disoriented?

French leaders who have 
looked for money in Qatar or 
elsewhere are the first guilty 
people. You cannot go and 
negotiate arms contracts with 
people and then refuse their 
mosques. There you are, and 
you know it very well...

I am very clear on the 
subject. There is an Islam of 
France that must be built, 
which is essential, it is the 
only solution, there are no 
other solutions. We must 
cut ties with the countries 
of origin, that does not 
mean that people lose 
their identity, their fa-
mily, they go back there 
in the summer ... I think 

and we will talk about it later, that the 
entire French population has an origin 
that belongs to each of our fellow ci-
tizens. I’m not asking to cut the roots, 
not at all, and these people are a bridge 
across the Mediterranean, a link. I am 
very attentive to what is happening 
in the Maghreb, because if the Ma-
ghreb collapses, France will fall too. 
We need the Maghreb countries to be 
comfortable inside their borders, and 
there are plenty of young people who 
speak Arabic, who have a culture, 
who have friends, and who can serve 
as a bridge between our two conti-
nents. It’s extremely important.

Certainly, unfortunately these 
people who must be a real force 
of proposal for France, are today 
mistreated on both sides of the 
Mediterranean. On the side of the 
Muslim brothers, they are consi-

There are hundreds 
of thousands of 
French Muslims 

perfectly integrated 
into our society 
as are French 

Catholics, French 
Jewish, or even 

French Buddhists, 
who all respect the 

republic
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dered as atheists, and on the side of the 
French they are considered as Arabs. 

There is a lot of educational work to be 
done to change mentalities and that is 
why i will quickly ask you a question: Can 

France sell everything abroad?
No!
You identify yourself with Gaullism, how 

can the North and South cooperation de-
fended by the General De Gaulle in the past 
evolve today?

There are several things. First, i recommend 
a little book, which i am going to offer you, i 
wrote it in 2017, it was the first 100 days of my 
presidency, i imagined my first 100 days at the 
Elysée. My first trip, and it will surprise you, 
was not to go to Germany 
and kneel in front of Madame 
Merkel, but it was a trip to the 
Maghreb! I am often conside-
red as a nasty nationalist, and 
stuff like this, don’t listen to 
what they say about me in 
the press.

Here it is, day 9 and 10 of 
my book, i am not showing 
it to you because you are 
in front of me, it was 3 
years ago that i wrote this, 
Monday 22 and Tuesday 
23 May, visit of the three 
capitals of Maghreb. The 
population of Africa will 
double within 30 years 
to count at least one 
billion additional inha-
bitants, humanity has 
never experienced such a demographic 
shock of this magnitude, I was the only 
one to speak about it during the pre-
sidential campaign, France has aban-
doned its allies in the Maghreb who 
nevertheless remain the key to African 
prosperity, immigration control and 
the fight against terrorism. Morocco 
is forgotten, the Tunisian people are 
trying to save their revolution on their 
own, our painful history with Alge-
ria paralyzes any constructive rela-
tionship.

In Rabat, i will relaunch the Union 
for the Mediterranean, in Algiers i 
will propose a Marshall Plan, in Tu-
nis i will call for a coalition to lead a 
merciless fight against Islamists, hu-
man trafficking and for border control 
Libyan.

I wrote everything in this book, the 

speeches, read these pages, that means that i am 
telling you because you are interviewing me, i 
say that because i am convinced that Europe can-
not get out of it only if Africa does.

I am convinced that France can only get out 
of this if Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia find their 
way. And how? We must find privileged trade 
agreements with the Maghreb countries. I pre-
fer to import products from a factory in Tunisia 
rather than a factory in China. There you have it, 
China doesn’t need us anymore.

This is your development strategy between 
the two shores of the Mediterranean, for the 
6 important countries, 3 in the north and 3 in 
the south. Do you have an economic strategy 
that would ensure that people settle in their 

respective countries and that 
people give up emigrating?

Absolutely, we need to 
create a real economic trade 
zone, as the United States has 
done with Mexico and countries 
of Central America. We need 
to create a real zone of shared 
prosperity, because if Tunisia is 
collapsing economically, it is a 
tragedy, and i would rather buy 
my shirts and my sweaters from 
Tunisia than from China.

Turkey has benefited from 
more than 10 billion euros 
from the European Union to 
block migratory flows, but 
Erdogan still wants more by 
using these migrants to black-
mail. How to fight against ille-
gal immigration by suspen-

ding this shaky cooperation with Turkey?
Yes, because we kneel in front of Erdogan, 

and we let Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria down 
without help. It is outrageous, i will say that eve-
ry euro invested in Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria 
will participate in the economic and social deve-
lopment of these countries, but also in France and 
in Europe. That is why a privileged partnership 
must be established between France and the Ma-
ghreb countries. The leaders of these countries 
must not put these resources in their pockets, but 
these resources must fully benefit the local popu-
lations.

Certainly, but it takes a lot of work on the 
other side of the Mediterranean as well...

We are going to speak frankly: indeed, the 
work must be carried out on both sides of the 
Mediterranean. So what i’m saying, we need 
privileged trade agreements, we need university 
agreements, and between us, we are going to say 
it frankly, rather than bringing academics to Pa-

The basic problem 
in our country is 
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ris, why should French universities not create 
branches in these countries? Obviously, this fu-
ture development must be a “give and take” re-
lationship.

The hospitals, between us, instead of brin-
ging families from Tunis or Algiers to be 
treated at the Pitié-Salpêtrière hospital, why 
don’t we create a Franco-Algerian hospital in 
Algeria, or a Franco-Algerian hospital? Tuni-
sian in Tunisia? Besides, we have skills. Why 
force Tunisian doctors to work in France? 
With a nursing title, note that he has spent his 
entire life in his country as a doctor!

I will tell you why. Because there is a French 
colonizer complex, we have had a shared painful 
history, painful in Algeria, less painful in Tuni-
sia, but whatever. Let’s talk to 
each other frankly: I understand 
the pride of Algerians, Moroc-
cans and Tunisians who do not 
want the French to behave li ke 
neo-colonizers. 

But you, how old are you?
40 years old
Well!
I spent 22 years in France
I’m a little older than you, 

sorry, but I was born after de-
colonization anyway, good and 
yet I’m old. I’m really fed up 
with the fact that, 50 years la-
ter, we are still paralyzed by 
the fear of having a colonizing 
reflex. I’m sorry, if a French 
hospital invests in Tunis, that 
won’t mean that it will be the 
master, it’s you, the master, the Tunisians are the 
masters. We must stop this circus because we 
have a common interest in strengthening these 
countries… When the Americans invested with 
the Marshall Plan at the end of the war in Eu-
rope, we didn’t tell ourselves that we depended 
on the Americans, we were happy to benefit from 
their money, and the development we have made 
in Europe has also served the United-States. We 
need a massive European Marshall Plan in Africa 
and in North-Africa, we need the young people of 
these countries to have a future at home because 
it is never good to come to France by default.

I think that young Tunisians want to live at 
home. If they are staying in France, they must 
be able to come to France and go home to create 
businesses, it must be an intelligent mix. But i 
think that’s the challenge, but for that we need to 
remove the complexes, all this neo-colonization, 
i am fed up with this. I consider you as an inde-
pendent, and if we do not treat this partnership, 
these countries will sink, there will be very 

strong migrations, that will cause pro-
blems, and only the Islamists will remain 
there, and eventually with us too. It is cru-
cial and the next 10 years are truly decisive. 
I want a massive investment from France in 
these countries, not to lead them, but on the 
contrary to allow them to keep their qualified 
population and strengthen their independence. 
We must stop this unhealthy relationship that 
we have had, even if it will be harder with Alge-
ria. Why? Because with Tunisia and Morocco, 
we got over it all and i think it will get much 
better. In Algeria, there is still an instrumenta-
lization by the Algerian power of the tutelage 
they have over the Algerian people, particularly 
by saying from time to time: the French wicked 

here, the French wicked there 
... We must stop with these 
practices that are harmful to 
everyone… There must final-
ly be a real word of State res-
ponsibility.

Is your political move-
ment «Debout la France» 
satisfied with the way the 
government is tackling 
the problem of illegal im-
migration? If not, what 
would you have done in 
his place?

I believe that France 
can no longer be a land of 
immigration. We no lon-
ger have the means to 
welcome, house, teach 
all these newcomers. 

I think the top priority is to assimilate 
those who are already there, and also to 
say very frankly to those who are not 
happy in France and who spend their 
lives complaining about France: «no 
one is forcing you to stay. If you want 
to live in Saudi Arabia, good luck and 
good luck”! If they want to live in Qa-
tar, let them go and see the conditions 
of detention in Qatari prisons! I don’t 
hold anyone back, if we’re not happy 
in France, we don’t come for bene-
fits and to complain from morning to 
night, I’m sorry, it doesn’t work like 
that.

People who are competent are 
everywhere, and unfortunately a 
large number are mistreated by 
the French administration. Today, 
in front of the prefectures to have 
appointments, it often takes hours 
and hours of queues, even for people 

What is incredible 
in France, and I 

have been fighting 
it for 20 years, is 
that France lets 

dangerous people 
proselytize, people 

who are banned 
from living in 

Morocco, Algeria 
and Tunisia

Political Islam: The snowball that burned down Europe

Magazine 27
4th issue - January 2021



with a bac + 6. Why are we here? 
Simply because we are weak towards 

people who enter illegally. If we manage 
to control migratory flows, then we will be 
able to promote those who bring something 
to the country…

But there is a master for that, it is Tur-
kish President Erdogan, subsidized by Eu-
rope today...

Let’s stop making others feel guilty! The 
fault, it comes from the French leaders! I’m 
sorry, there is a moment when you have to say 
«stop», and we will choose those who can en-
ter inside the French borders, that’s no more 
complicated than that.

What should these selection criteria be?
That will be what they can bring to France. 

We do not come to France only for social as-
sistance. I will remove all social assistance 
for 5 years when we arrive on French terri-
tory. We come to France to 
work, we contribute and af-
ter 5 years we can withdraw 
from social assistance. 
Adopting such a measure 
would change everything, 
because people will not 
come for social assistan-
ce, but the best will come, 
and the best who want 
to work in France will 
work in France. We will 
help them if they want 
to create a business, to 
leave, to come back ...

I don’t think there 
will be any exchanges 
eventually. Someone 
can be a Tunisian 
and French citizen for a period, want 
to come back to the country but on 
the other side it’s over, France can 
no longer because when we welco-
me everyone, anyone like we import 
Afghans from end of the world, we 
don’t have the means. Chechens 
planting bombs means that in the 
end everyone is put in the same bag.

I’m sorry to say it, but Morocco 
does not welcome everyone, Tu-
nisia does not welcome everyone, 
Algeria does not welcome eve-
ryone. If France applied Morocco’s 
migration policy, everything would 
be fine! I’m fed up with being given 
eternal lessons, so the lesson that 
tells us that France controls its bor-
ders. We must return to France as we 

return to Canada, that is to say, we prepare a file, 
we are well treated, we have an appointment on 
time, we are considered as human beings, we do 
the things are good but we do not welcome eve-
ryone. Who wants to welcome everyone does not 
welcome anyone! Whoever has no limits brings 
people in anyhow, and that is not worthy of a 
country like France. I blame the false generosity 
of the politicians of the far-left parties who want 
to welcome everyone, and who in the end only 
welcome slaves!

I do not want any slaves in France, i want 
people who are fulfilled and integrated into 
our society, who can bring to the country and 
the country to be worthy of them, with mutual 
respect. This is what i propose, it is as simple 
as this, and this is what Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia are doing with foreigners. But we don’t 
dare to do it, so here at least we won’t do the 
victimization. I consider foreigners to be mature 

and responsible people, i res-
pect them as individuals, but 
respecting them as individuals 
does not mean giving in to eve-
ry whim, that’s it.

How can we effectively fi-
ght against religious funda-
mentalism and the assimila-
tion of individuals into French 
society?

I proposed a law on subver-
sive preaching. What do i call 
subversive preaching? They are 
those who believe that their re-
ligious system is above the laws 
of the law of the republic. When 
a religious system believes it-
self to be above the laws of the 
republic, whether it be of any 

religion, it does not have the right of citizenship 
in France because in France, there is a rule which 
is the democracy. The sovereignty of the people 
is secularism, after they call themselves Muslim 
brothers, they call themselves fundamentalist 
Buddhists, they call themselves fundamentalist 
Catholics, they call themselves whatever you 
want, they must respect the rules of the republic. 
We must stop being fixated on Islamism and any-
thing that can be assimilated to Islam, because 
the words slip, you understood it well, and i think 
that we must remember the principles, we must 
recall them with justice, we must consider the 
individual as wealth in itself. You shouldn’t cut 
people off from their roots because you can be 
assimilated and keep an identity, and keeping an 
identity is wealth.

Of course, we have assimilated the Bretons, 
but they keep a Breton identity, there is their 

French leaders who 
have looked for 

money in Qatar or 
elsewhere are the 
first guilty people. 
You cannot go and 

negotiate arms 
contracts with 

people and then 
refuse their mosques
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folklore, their traditions… It 
is the same for the Alsatians 
who keep the Alsatian identity. 
Why should French people of 
Tunisian origin not have their 
Tunisian identity? Here is my 
wife, she lived in Tunisia, she 
is not Tunisian of origin but she 
lived in Tunisia for 15 years, 
she adores Tunisia and she lo-
ves things which come from 
Tunisia, like its perfumes, its 
jasmine… She has its identity, 
i mean by that that i am not 
asking French people of Tu-
nisian origin to abandon Tunisia, the love they 
have for their land. However, things must be 
clear, you know the French expression «the but-
ter, the silver of the butter and the creamer», well 

you can’t have all three 
at the same time. We are 
all French, we respect the 
laws of the republic. You 
can have a deep attachment 
to your native land, you can 
be a bridge between both, 
especially commercially, in-
dustrially, economically.

Do you have an econo-
mic strategy that would 
ensure that people settle in 
their respective countries 
and give up emigrating?

This is where a real eco-
nomic policy is needed, because i will tell 
you one thing: there would not be 6 million 
unemployed in France and there would not be 
such an unemployment rate in Tunisia, our re-
lationship would go very well. The problem 
is, when you are hungry you do silly things, 
and when you are hungry there are people 
blowing on the embers. The basic problem 
is therefore, first of all, economic and we ne-
ver want to see it economically, so for me 
the most important priority is to import less 
from China, to redeploy factories both on 
French and Maghreb territories. There are 
productions that must be relocated to the 
Maghreb, there are productions that must 
be relocated to France, and for that you 
need different customs tariffs. You need a 

bonus, that is to say attrac-
tive customs rates for the 

Maghreb countries, and 
there you will see that 
all the problems listed 

above will be solved, 
because if there is 
a little prosperity 
coming to the Ma-
ghreb, well people 

will be happier, they 
will not need to go 

and be indoctrinated 
by fundamentalist Sa-
lafist mosques of the 
Muslim brothers, 

and they will be 
able to live with 
dignity

You know 
you cannot 

leave the 
youth in 
Tunisia as 
in France 

in misery. 

I believe that France 
can no longer be a 

land of immigration. 
We no longer have 

the means to 
welcome, house, 
teach all these 

newcomers
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You know misery breeds despair, and des-
pair breeds indoctrination and obscuran-
tism. I’m going to tell you, i don’t think you 
can say all day long «separatist, this is not 
good, this is not good ...» If you have faith, 
you cannot take it away. Instead, you can give 
it the life that balances the faith, you know 
what i mean. There was the Inquisition at a 
time when Catholic extremists burned people 
in the days of Jeanne d’Arc, it wasn’t very bri-
ght. I believe in Human beings and i believe 
that in any young person, there is wealth, 
whatever its origin: i know the neighbours, i 
know lots of young people here who have po-
tential, they just can’t find a job. I’m going to 
be frank with you, it’s not just because they are 
of Arab origin or whatever you want, you have 
young people in the streets, the French rurality, 
who are little white people who are desperate 
who do not. can’t find a job. When a country 
has 6 million unemployed people, it becomes 
explosive, and it is the same in Tunisia. When 
you live in the central area of Tunisia, and 
i know the country well, tragedies, there is 
no more work, you cannot condemn young 

people to despair, it 
is not possible, it 

always ends 
badly . Look 
at what hap-
pened in 
Nazi Ger-
many. It 
was the 
crisis of 
1929 that 
made Ger-

many a Nazi. 
I believe that 

between the 
two shores of 
the Mediter-
ranean beyond 

the big cinemas 
we are all brothers, 

of course we are all 
brothers, we must go to 

the bottom: the economic 
and social, employment : 

you must create wealth in 
your countries of ori-

gin, and you must 
create wealth in 

France. We 

share our language, we have a Mediterranean 
culture we share, but there is poison on both 
sides. This is a manipulation on cultural social 
issues, but fundamentally it is social economic 
issues, fundamentally it is sharing between our 
two countries.

A little word for the other side of the Medi-
terranean, this youth who needs a lot of hope 
and a clear speech. A little word for our rea-
ders from the «Two Shores magazine», be-
cause we are in France

I am a French politician. I will not allow my-
self to give them lessons. They have to build 
their democracy, they are recent democracies, 
you have to be honest and i am not being arro-
gant in saying this because in France, between 
the French revolution of 1789 and the third re-
public which was the first true democratic re-
gime in France in 1870, almost a century has 
passed! There was Napoleon I, Napoleon III, re-
volutions, dictatorships... We cannot blame Tu-
nisia for building its democracy with difficulty, 
we took time, we took a century, France took a 
century between the revolution of 1789 and the 
stabilization of democracy, you realize!

I believe that the major stake for these coun-
tries, without teaching a lesson, is to build their 
democracy, to have leaders who are up to the 
task and who do not take the people’s money. 
Secondly, to help to have endogenous economic 
development, this involves industrial develop-
ment, tourism development, that is vital. I am 
distraught, haunted and it scares me at night 
to tell myself that these countries cannot offer 
their youth a future. I think that Tunisian, Alge-
rian and Moroccan youth must seek their future 
in their country. You cannot believe that there 
will be everything in France, because that is not 
true, that would be lying to them and we can-
not move the peoples, a Tunisian is much hap-
pier in Tunisia than in the Parisian suburbs in 
Seine-Saint-Denis, we have to be honest to say 
it. I think we must manage to have an economic 
and social development that allows things to be 
balanced. Further, we also have to offer work 
to our French youth, who are sometimes of Tu-
nisian origin, of Moroccan origin, to give them 
hope. That is why the basis of my entire econo-
mic program is produced in France. Producing 
in France is to stop being robbed by China or the 
United-States. I’m sorry, but i’m responsible for 
defending France, that’s my job. 

Thank you very much Nicolas Dupont-Ai-
gnan for this fascinating interview!
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Political Islam: The snowball that burned down Europe

The Muslim Brotherhood are no longer 
content in their attempt to develop in 
Europe at mosques or cultural centres, 
but are now trying to plant their ele-
ments and weapons in educational ins-

titutions to infiltrate minds.
The latest of these attempts is what the group has 

done in Austrian universities, which is confirmed by 
a document from the Austrian Par-
liament and press articles.

The document, which dates 
from December 11, 2020 and 
which was circulated by the inter-
national media, indicated that, fol-
lowing the recent raids, the issue of 
political Islam has returned to the 
forefront of investigations.

The document also quotes: «In 
this context, recent activities have 
taken place at the Austrian Univer-
sity of Graz under the supervision 
of Professor Wolfgang Bendick, 
former Director of the Institute of 
International Law and International 
Relations of the University, and Ka-
mel Jaber Mahmoud, a prominent 
leader of the Muslim Brotherhood.

The document refers to the controversial series 
of conferences at the Austrian University of Graz 
between 2005 and 2008, which took place under the 
title «Islam in Austria and Europe», with the partici-
pation of 14 speakers, some of whom were leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

These conferences were very controversial and 
critical for many years, and the press blamed the Uni-
versity of Graz for giving the Muslim Brotherhood a 
platform to disseminate their ideas».

In April 2008, the newspaper «Wiener Zeitung» 
reported on the controversial conferences in Graz 
and quoted Professor Wolfgang Bendick, former 

president of the University’s Institute of Interna-
tional Law and International Relations, as the or-
ganizer of the conferences, disavowing his choice 
of speakers and his ignorance of the contents of 
some letters and accusing him of tolerating extre-
mist and anti-Semitic content during the confe-
rences.

«The Austrian municipalities of Graz and 
Styria provided 12,000 euros 
to finance these conferences 
between 2005 and 2008,» 
the parliamentary document 
stated, adding: «Half of the 
speakers belonged to the 
Muslim Brotherhood, in-
cluding Osama Al-Tikriti, 
Ahmed Jaballah and Ka-
mal Al-Helbawi».

«At the time, the 
speakers launched a 
scathing attack against 
the anti-terrorist laws 
inside the halls of the 
University of Graz,» 
the document says, 
and that «Professor 

Bendick denied knowing the speakers, 
but only participated in their selection».

According to the document, Ben-
dick’s relationship with the Muslim 
Brotherhood did not end there, as the 
Austrian professor, in partnership with 
Kamel Jaber Mahmoud, published in 
2011 a book entitled «Islam in Austria 
and Europe: Integration and Participa-
tion of Muslims in Society»: This book 
includes conferences given in Graz 
between 2005 and 2008 ... The publi-
sher of the book was simply the Univer-
sity of Graz itself...

Documents
reveal Muslim
Brotherhood

infiltration of vital
European institutions

The example of Austrian universities
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Political Islam in Lebanon:

Like all countries in which Muslims 
constitute a large part of their popu-
lations, Lebanon is witnessing what 
is called ‹political Islam’, referring to 
the various organizations that adopt a 

radical Islamic religious ideology.
The first thing that comes to mind when talking 

about political Islam is the Islamic State Group or 
the Muslim Brotherhood, which is the Sunni Isla-
mic movement that is most present in Lebanon.

This movement invaded Lebanese society in 
the early 1950s and has become more popular over 
time, especially in the Sunni-majority regions of 
northern Lebanon, particularly in the city of Tri-
poli.

The Islamic State Group gradually strengthe-
ned itself, following a well-organized strategy 
that paid attention to the most basic details of 
the targeted society.

It was active at the level of the family, re-
ligious and political education, community 
service with the attraction of supporters, 
which allowed it to penetrate deeply among 
the Muslims of Lebanon, leading to the for-
mation of a solid popular base that cannot be 
ignored.

In addition to the Islamic State Group, 
there are various organizations whose ideas 
oscillate between moderation and extre-
mism, including the denial of the legitima-
cy of the Lebanese State, the expiation of 
citizens who recognize it, the prohibition 
to work for one of the country’s institu-
tions, through armed attacks against Le-
banon (the events of Nahr al-Bared in 
the north and the attacks against the Le-
banese army). 

This group calls for the creation of 
an Islamic Caliphate in which Lebanon 
would be a subordinate state, which 
‹Hizb ut-Tahrir’ explicitly encourages.

The last expression of these calls was 
at the end of October this year when 
Beirut experienced protests calling for 
the creation of an Islamic Caliphate, in 
reaction to the French Presidency’s an-
nouncement of supporting the freedom 
to publish cartoons against the Prophet.

However, it is not possible to talk 
about political Islam in Lebanon without 

explaining that it also extends to Shiite Muslims, be-
cause Hezbollah, which is supported by Iran, is based 
essentially on belief as well as religious duty and ji-
had.

This party was also founded under the title of resis-
tance against the Israeli occupation far from internal 
political objectives, and then it quickly plunged into 
the Lebanese political formation, benefiting from the 
expansion of their popular base, until it became the 
most prominent actor in the political arena, either di-
rectly or behind the scenes through alliances or some-
times through pressure, in a way that serves the party’s 
continuity.

The nature of Lebanese society has imposed al-
liances on the sectarian political components, as well 
as cooperation and coordination in several areas, par-
ticularly during elections, where the conquest of seats 
requires a specific combination that includes all cate-
gories of Lebanese society.

This phenomenon is also seen through the alliance 
of the Islamic State Group with each element that can 
serve the purpose of allowing their representatives to 
reach important positions in the country.

The same strategy has been followed by Hezbol-
lah, where the end justifies the means for each of the 
two parties, with the aim of tilting the alliances from 
one priority to another, and even from one region to 
another during elections.

However, these two organizations, regardless of 

A bird without wings

Written by :
Yakout Dandashi / Lebanon
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the strength of their current pre-
sence on the Lebanese domestic 
scene, are also experiencing an 
unprecedented setback at the level 
of Arab and Western countries.

Although the Islamic State 
Group has enjoyed a front that has 
allowed it to grow and enter the 
political arena, even with almost 
insignificant percentages in most 
cases, it has placed itself under ac-
cusation and boycott because of the 
agreement with Hezbollah, which 
is «contested and criticized» at the 
Arab and international levels.

After years of alliance with 
the Future Current, pressure was 
tightened against the Islamic State 
Group in order to control their am-
bitions and limit their influence, 
especially with the radical change 
in Saudi policy in particular, which revealed the rea-
lity of the Muslim Brotherhood and their regional and 
international organizations, reflecting the confusion 
in the politics of the Sunni community in Lebanon.

The Kingdom stipulates that in order to keep sup-
porting Prime Minister-designate Saad Harir, he must 
abandon his ally of the Muslim Brotherhood, which 
in turn is an ally of Hezbollah, meaning that he must 
refuse the party’s participation in his governments.

Indeed, this is an equation that is not without dif-
ficulty given the logic of the kings of the territorial 
divisions that prevails in Lebanon, for it can be said 
that the vast majority of Sunni Muslims in Lebanon 
support both the Future Current politically and the Is-
lamic State Group religiously.

It is this combination that has ensured that Hariri 
and his movement has attracted the broadest popular 
base of his community. 

However, this popular base became confused 
between supporting the strongest Sunni movement 
for sectarian reasons, or aversion to it for political 
reasons. 

The change in perception of the Islamic State 

Group may not be limited 
to Saudi Arabia, as the fo-
cus is now on the fluctua-
tions in US policy following 
the return of the Democrats 
to power, led by Joe Biden, 
knowing that they were the 
most prominent supporters of 
the Islamic organizations led by 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

Obviously, American poli-
cies are the most influential on 
Arab politics, especially in the 
Gulf.

So far, in this context, it is 
clear that we are entering the 
phase of the disappearance of 
Islamic organizations and poli-
tical Islam which has exploited 
religion for political purposes.

For example, the Future 
Current has sunk into the mud of sectarianism 
which has dragged it from the image of the se-
cular party which brings together all the com-
ponents of Lebanese society (according to the 
vision of the founder, former Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri), to become the official voice of 
the Sunni community in political councils and 
local challenges ( in the era of Saad Hariri).

Moreover, although religion is not a source 
of legislation in Lebanon, it has become an 
indispensable tool for maintaining balance 
and alliances, so that religion remains an in-
vestment in political Islam to the benefit of 
controlling the equation of Lebanese poli-
tics based on sectarianism.

In this regard, it could perhaps be said 
that the reality of Lebanese society, which 
is made up of 18 sects and the resulting 
power-sharing, has somehow kept Leba-
non safe from the ambitions and agendas 
of extremist and even moderate Islamic 
organizations, so that Lebanon has been 
able to thwart all plans for a takeover 
against the state and have undermined 
all attempts at conspiracy. 

However, it should be noted that 
this did not prevent the use of extremist 
organizations as ‹scapegoats’ for the 
plans of Lebanese leaders, including 
leaders of the Sunni community, with 
the aim of achieving local or even re-
gional self-interest, until the case came 
to subjugate the Sunnis and ‹tame’ them 
for fear of labeling them as extremists, 
which became the exemplary accusa-
tion, even if it was only based on the 
‹suspicion’ of beards.

The reality of Lebanese 
society, which is made 
up of 18 sects and 
the resulting power-
sharing, has kept 
Lebanon somehow 
sheltered from the 
ambitions and agendas 
of extremist and even 
moderate Islamic 
organizations.
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There are many causes of refugee 
crises around the world, perhaps 
the most important of which are 
armed conflict and war, in addi-
tion to ethnic cleansing, famine, 

water shortages, and more.
The Middle East region has witnessed a 

dangerous and multi-factorial emergence of 
political Islam and armed factions as a trans-
national phenomenon.

This emergence of political Islam, both in 
the moderate and extremist parts, obviously 
differs (in terms of objec-
tive, time and space) from 
one country to another, 
with the conviction that 
most extremist currents 
emanate from move-
ments that claim mode-
ration.

In the contempo-
rary history of this 
region of the world, 
the era of colonialism came to pave the 
way for another era, that of religious 
extremism.

Therefore, the main forces of 
conflict in the Middle East region at 
the present stage consist of political 
Islamist movements on one side, and 
Arab regimes with their armies on the 
other, in the light of the absence or 
tangible decline in the role of liberal 
democratic forces, factions and par-
ties.

In the light of the absence of a 
comprehensive intellectual project 
for the Arab world, the prevalence of 
illiteracy, poverty, economic regres-
sion, cognitive bankruptcy and total 
powerlessness to keep pace with glo-
balization, radical Islam has found no 
other means of control and to acquire 
power and rule than by adopting ex-

tremist ideological principles based on Islamic 
fundamentalism.

This is the case of the views of Sayyid Qutb, 
who sowed the seeds of extremist ideology in the 
region, after being influenced by the ideas of Ibn 
Taymiyya, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Abul Ala 
Maududi and others.

Meanwhile, the political, security and social 
atmosphere in Syria was not different. The revo-
lution in Syria came as an extension of the so-
called Arab Spring wave in 2011.

Three years later, and in ear-
ly 2014, the Syrian revolution 
went through a terrifying devia-
tion, leading the scene to beco-
me unrecognizable, represen-
ting neither the revolution or the 
state».

The year mentioned was a 
turning point for the global jihad 
due to the rise of the «Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria» (ISIS), 

which created unusual forms of recruitment and 
propaganda.

The brutal and extreme practices of murder 
and abuse were visible to the international com-
munity, making the battlefield in Syria more 
complex and vulnerable to further division.

The humanitarian crisis in Syria has become 
unimaginable.

In 2015, the United Nations High Commissio-
ner for Refugees declared that the human distress 
in Syria had never been seen in recent years in 
terms of suffering and that it was the tragedy of 
the century.

The conflict in Syria after the emergence of the 
Islamic state became religious, as Jabhat al-Nus-
ra split from the Islamic state due to different re-
ligious references in addition to the emergence of 
Shiite violence. As a result, «jihad against jihad» 
came to dominate the struggle between the armed 
takfirist groups.

As for the battle tactics stemming from a ji-

Most of the extremist currents
emanate from movements

that claim moderation

The era of 
colonialism paved 

the way for another 
era, that of religious 

extremism
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hadist ideology to terrorise civilians and establish 
control on the ground, extremist fundamentalist 
dark books such as the books of Abu Bakr al-Naji 
were adopted as the concept of managing bruta-
lity and spreading chaos, to the point of the thorn 
of empowerment, and the Ten Commandments 
are mentioned in detail in this book.

Moreover, in Abu Abdullah 
Al-Muhajir’s book «Issues in 
the Jurisprudence of Jihad», we 
find these applications clearly 
on the ground and they are ap-
plied in Abu Bakr Al-Baghda-
di’s speeches, where he adopts 
the jihad thinking that there is no 
infallibility in murder and sei-
zure of money and honor except 
by faith, so that the permission 
to kill, to allow robberies and 
the defilement of honor is not 
related to combat, to any army or to a combatant, 
but is permitted to those who judge it as an apos-
tate among civilians who are not combatants.

This is how the tragedy of the century was for-
med through the Syrian refugee crisis, where more 
than half a million Syrians were killed until 2018 
and millions of people and refugees were dis-
placed, bringing the number of refugees to about 
five million. The number of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Syria is estimated by the UN to 
be around 6 million.

Disappointment and frustration prevailed 
over the psychological state of the refugees, 
accompanied by a sense of hopelessness 
about the prospects of returning to their 
country in the foreseeable future, while 
peace and security became a dream that 
would not knock on Syria’s door in the 

years to come.
According to of-

ficial statistics, the 
number of Syrian re-
fugees in Jordan is 
around 1.3 million, 
spread over camps 
and urban areas.

Historical and 
geographical data 
have obliged Jordan 
to face the crises in 
the region and the 

resulting forced migration, to receive 
human waves in cooperation with the 
international community, and to take 
responsibility for providing all the 
needs associated with the sustainabi-
lity of the refugees’ lives, including 
health, education and food.

Jordan has never treated refugees 
only as asylum seekers, and efforts 
have not only been directed towards 
humanitarian aid, including food, clo-

    According 
to official statistics, 
the number of Syrian 
refugees in Jordan 
is about one million 

three hundred 
thousand
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thing and tents; refugees have not been treated 
as numbers, «a refugee is not a number» but 
rather a person with a dream and an identity.

The Jordanian State has united its forces 
with the international community and civic 
organizations that support human rights 
around the world to alleviate as much as 
possible the suffering of children, the el-
derly and women. 

For example, the doors of the camps 
have been opened to local, Arab and fo-
reign media and correspondents, and i 
have had dozens of visits to learn more 
about the psychological and physical 
suffering as well as the humanitarian 
stories of the refugees.

It is obvious that the suffering of 
children is like no other, because it is 
heartbreaking and emotional. Many of 
them lived under the rule of the Isla-
mic state, where famine reigned and 
people ate tree leaves and weed soup. 

We have seen children suffering 
from severe malnutrition and a re-
markable decrease in blood strength, 
resulting in poor growth, delayed 
bone development, weak body and 
facial yellowing compared to their 
peers of the same age.

As for the other cases that were 
followed up through media coverage, 
interviews were conducted with pa-
rents of other children who had com-
pletely lost their hearing due to the 

noise of bullets and bombs, and some of them had 
lost their speech. Others suffered from epilepsy 
and seizures.

In addition, the experience of the migration of 
the three brothers from Syria to Jordan, aged ten, 
eight and five, was an unforgettable event, which 
inspires to be made into a documentary, cinematic 
or novel to enrich international literature. 

In short, the children arrived with a skin di-
sease (scabies) and severe visual impairment.

As for the groups aged between 10 and 14, 
they suffered from urinary incontinence due to 
terror and intimidation, as they were forced to go 
to public squares to see executions and decapita-
tions carried out by the Islamic state.

As for the journey from Syria to Jordan to 
reach a haven of peace, it was an unforgettable 
experience in the minds of adults.

Immigrant families reported that the journey 
was made on foot without water or food, so the fa-
mily would take out men and women, old people 
and children, but only half of the family really 
reached the berm at the Jordanian border, 

This was the law imposed on them during this 
cruel journey, one of the laws of nature, which is 
«survival of the fittest».

Some of them died of hunger or thirst, tiredness 
or cold, so the immigrant families were forced to 
leave their loved ones without even burying them, 
because time was the decisive factor.

They walked at night and hid during the day, 
fearing that the Islamic state would hunt them 
down.
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Iran appears on the scene as an authentic and in-
fluential political entity in the region, linked to 
regional parties, actors, currents and religious 
parties with interconnected relations supported 
by a political will which has deepened fol-

lowing the victory of the Iranian Islamic revolution 
and the launch of the slogan of the export of the revo-
lution which is based on the rejection of orders from 
the West and the framing of the Iranian project in the 
desire to transfer sovereignty to the countries of the 
Islamic world.

This relationship was formed and developed over 
many periods which coincided with abrupt regional 
changes, until it reached a stage of organic integration 
with the currents and parties which formed their exe-
cutive bodies, a relationship reinforced by the availa-
bility of the right political environment in the region.

To achieve this aim, Iran has exploited all the ca-
pacities and all the elements of Iranian power, some-
times flexible and other times violent, especially in the 
aspects of support and protection of its allies, weapons 
and the sovereignty of the Syrian political authority, 
by confronting the risks and sources of internal and 
external threats and by linking the activities of the Le-
banese Hezbollah to the strategy of the political sys-
tem in power in Tehran.

The most important elements of the Iranian rela-
tionship sponsoring the Lebanese Hezbollah emerge 

from the Lebanese geopolitical importance in 
the Iranian strategy, all the more so as it forms 
a link between East and West and a natural 
and vital link for world trade between the Far 
East and the Mediterranean basin.

This has led to many points of interaction 
with Syria and Lebanon since its indepen-
dence in 1946, and it has become a funda-
mental security oasis for Iranian national 
security and a strategic Iranian extension 
in the region as well as in the international 
political arena.

Despite the divergence and differences 
on many issues and problems with Iran’s 
allies in the region, some aspects of the 
agreement are consistent with the support 
of the Iranian leadership and Imam Aya-
tollah Khomeini for the Shiite sectarian 
trend in Lebanon.

The doctrinal aspect became an es-
sential basis in the nature of relations 
after the victory of the Iranian Islamic 
Revolution, particularly after Imam 
Musa Sadr recognized the upper class 
to which President Hafez al-Assad 
belongs and considered it among the 
Twelver.

This change led to more support 

The exploitation of the ideological dimension
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and assistance to the Shiite community in Le-
banon, also regarding its positions on the Le-
banese state.

This fact has prompted us to highlight the 
movement of political Islam and how to ex-
ploit it as a strategic dimension in the analy-
sis of the dynamics of facts and events, the 
weight of their sequence and the results that 
lead to variables in the political scene in the 
region.

The paths of this exploitation have be-
come the means of shaping the destiny 
and future of the region, as well as es-
tablishing the features and patterns of 
conflict between all parties, in addition 
to highlighting the ideological dimension 
with its religious and sectarian Shiite 
ideas that define the path and behavior 
of the Iranian political system and Le-
banese Hezbollah towards the interac-
tions and causes of the Syrian crisis.

In this regard, Iran has been able to 
make use of the tools of political Islam 
linked to a theocratic value system, re-
flecting the political dilemma currently 
facing the region. 

As a result, the Iranian rhetoric, 
which does not balance religion and 
national unity, has often diligently ser-
ved its geopolitical goals and interests 
and fed internal conflicts and disputes 
under the guise of political Islam, while 
adopting the composition-analytical 
approach to address the dynamic na-
ture of religious discourses adopted by 
active Sunni organizations and groups 

that contradict the ideology in the countries of the 
region.

The Iranian strategy joins the Lebanese Hezbol-
lah with a set of objectives and interests in common 
with each other, the most important of which are 
the strategic issues on which political and religious 
belief is based and the effect of ideology in the 
composition of its discourse on various issues in 
the region, in particular supporting the Palestinian 
cause and their position regarding the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, supporting the resistance factions and all 
paths towards it, and striving to claim the usurped 
rights of the Palestinian people.

This is in addition to the political harmony 
towards the common hostility of the Iraqi Baath 
Socialist Party and the absolute rejection of the 
Zionist-American plans for hegemony in the re-
gion, in addition to strengthening all the vital, se-
curity, military, political, cultural and economic 
interests exchanged between the two sides.

The political gains included in the Iranian 
strategy towards regional conflict patterns are ac-
companied by a joint strategic alliance with its al-
lies within the framework of Iranian national ob-
jectives and interests, which it seeks to achieve by 
making use of political and ideological tools and 
by addressing the challenges that this alliance has 
created, including the nature of the relationship 
that has pushed the Arab and regional parties to 
support anything that could dismantle this alliance 
that threatens the security of the region and attacks 
the Arab system, as described by a number of lea-
ders in the region.

Indicators of the ideological dimension of the 
Iranian strategy towards the region are clearly seen 
in the Iranian national project, whose outlines were 
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elaborated by the religious political authority in 
Tehran after the victory of the Islamic Revolution 
in 1979, and which is included in the theory of 
Umm al-Qura as a political project that gives the 
regime in Tehran an aura of religious sanctity. This 
national project represents an obligatory doctrine 
to defend Iran’s Interests, 

This theory gives importance to Iran’s geopoli-
tical position in its strategies of expansion and im-
position of hegemony in the region, and allows the 
Iranian political system to define its priorities and 
main objectives, represented by the Iranian natio-
nal interest within the framework of its strategic 
and economic position.

The other priority of this theory is to use the 
Islamic ideological character of the political sys-
tem in power in Tehran and to adhere to the Shiite 
faith as a path that defines Iran’s position in the 
Islamic world, in addition to the priority of defen-
ding Iran’s national security and strengthening the 
regime’s power by developing 
and influencing the movement of 
water crossings over the Persian 
Gulf and the Red Sea. 

This doctrine also tends to 
make the Shiite sectarian ideo-
logy responsible for the autho-
rity of the Iranian regime as the 
ideology that directs and guides 
Iran’s strategy in the nature of its 
relations with the Shiites in the 
various countries of the region, 
and determines the tools of inte-
raction in Iranian relations with 
the parties of the international 
community.

In the path towards the achie-
vement of Iran’s interests and 
objectives in leading and organi-
zing the region, this twenty-year 
strategy strengthens a set of ele-
ments of Iranian political, econo-
mic, geographic and ideological 
power, with the participation of 
regional powers that enable Iran 
to confront external hegemonic 
forces that conflict with the interests of Iran in the 
region.

The justification for this path in the strate-
gy of the regime in power in Tehran to deal with 
the conflicts and patterns in the region is revealed 
by Iranian relentless efforts to develop the basic 
project of promoting Iran’s mission to defend the 
country’s vital interests outside national borders, 
especially on Arab lands, which has become the 
biggest gap in the American blockade, according 
to the Iranian concept.

This has encouraged the theocratic political au-

thority in Tehran to adopt whatever would 
lead to the realization of this expansionist 
project, once the factors that encourage the 
completion of this path are available.

This Iranian conception can be identified in 
this context by a factor which enables it to act in 
the region, including the weight of support pro-
vided by local Shiite forces, currents and parties 
linked to Iranian institutions, whether by virtue 
of sectarian or security affiliation, or by strategic 
political relations, as is the case of Iraq with Syria.

The dimensions of this strategy are evident 
through the presence of a Shiite population in 
many countries of the region, which gives them 
the excuse to intervene to defend this sect, while 
the region and all the patterns of conflict that exist 
there have a moral value at the Islamic level, es-
pecially towards the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
dimensions of the Palestinian cause which give 
legitimacy to the Iranian strategy to interfere in 

the affairs of the region and 
to confront the Zionist-Ame-
rican project towards the re-
gion and its fateful stakes.

In addition to all this, 
there is the factor of regio-
nal superiority that Iran 
highlighted after the oc-
cupation of Iraq in 2003. 
This variable was a histo-
rical bridge that facilitated 
Iran’s passage through the 
region. This was accom-
panied by a significant 
growth of intellectual 
and political currents 
attacking the Iranian 
regime’s nationalist 
ideology, which ef-
fectively led to the 
strengthening of the 
Iranian regime’s am-
bitions by reformu-
lating its ideological 
strategy in the re-
gion, as Iran became 

the last bastion of resistance to Israel 
and its colonial projects in the region.

The indicators of the success of 
the Iranian project in achieving Iran’s 
most important geopolitical objectives 
are based on an ideological and strate-
gic duality. 

The ideological part of this project 
was linked to the application of the 
theory of the velayat-e faqih and the 
export of the revolution as the basis for 
the promotion of the Iranian political 
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project. 
In this respect, the Iranian 

strategy adopted religious 
and ideological backgrounds 
which acquired a binding le-
gal dimension included in 
the Iranian constitution of 
1979 and the amendments 
of 1989.

In this context, we seek 
to analyse the ideological 
dimension of the Iranian 
strategy and to confirm 
the validity of the study 
hypothesis that the re-
ligious and ideological 
aspect is the main dri-
ving force behind the 
policies of the Iranian 
regime, which deter-
mines the nature of all Iran’s relations 
with Islamic and Arab countries as well as 
Iranian positions regarding the conflicts 
in the region.

Consequently, this ideology used the 
tools of soft power as an effective engine 
of Iranian foreign policy, and the prin-
ciple of exporting the Islamic revolution 
was the most important of these tools, to 
form a strategic practice through a com-
bination of political power, national heri-
tage, the desire for regional sovereignty 
and the taking of an international position 
by force and coercion. It is a double-
faith project and objectives, set out in a 
well-developed manner.

The political authority in power in 

Tehran had a set of ingredients 
and international conditions that 
improved the possibility of reali-
zing important aspects of the Ira-
nian ideological project, and in 
which realistic data indicate the 
nature of the ideological aspect 
of this project which is sectarian 
in character and linked to the vi-
sion of the political system that 
runs a country with the largest 
gathering of Shiites in the world, 
and governs on the basis of the 
constitutional foundations and 
norms, while endorsing the doc-
trine of Twelver.

The dimensions of these vi-
sions appear in the extent of their 
support for the resistance move-
ments against the Zionist entity, 

while adhering to security and strategic interests 
and trends that reflect the weight of regional and 
international variables, especially after they were 
distinguished and contrasted before and even after 
the Iran-Iraq war, especially in the aspect related 
to the presence of the concept of national interests 
in the Iranian political vision during both stages.

This vision has evolved from a political beha-
vior that derives from the popular heritage and its 
dynamism, arising from the dichotomy of good 
and evil in its relation to the conflict against re-
gional and international powers, to become more 
influential in political thinking, especially in the 
priorities of supreme national interests, which 
have become a fundamental determinant of po-
litical behavior at the regional and international 
levels.

 
The Iranian strategy 
joins the Lebanese 
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of objectives and 

interests in common 
with each other, 
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strategic issues on 
which political and 
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based.
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The social unrest that Tunisia wit-
nessed in the winter of 2010 repre-
sented a turning point in the history 
of the Arab region, which ended with 
the fall of a political regime and the 

departure of former President Zine El Abidine Ben 
Ali from office to settle in Saudi Arabia.

This spark was like a wildfire and the spirit of 
change spread throughout the region, leading to a 
political scene dominated by political Islam (the 
Muslim Brotherhood), both in Tunisia, Egypt and 
even Morocco, on the pretext that they had contri-
buted to these revolutions by falsifying reality and 
taking on roles that were not theirs.

This requires presenting the full picture of the 
decade in order to discover their true situation and 
their roles.

Ennahdha Movement 
before the Revolution

It is obvious that political Islam entered into a 
confrontation with Bourguiba’s regime once the 
security forces discovered the secret organization 
on December 5, 1980, by arresting both Salah Ka-
rker and Benissa al-Demni who had documents 
linked to the Islamic group. 

The attacks in Sousse and 
Monastir revealed their adop-
tion of the obscure and des-
tructive ideas promoted by the 
world organization in case it 
was confronted with a political 
system.

On September 27, 1987, the 
court pronounced a life sentence 
against Rached Ghannouchi 
Kheriji and other suspects.

The accession to power of 
former President Ben Ali repre-
sented an opportunity for the 
group to reconcile itself tempo-
rally with the regime by signing 
the national pact that former 
President Ben Ali demanded to 
organize political work in the 
country in February 1989.

The movement changed name to Ennahdha 
Movement to adhere to the law on political par-
ties, which prohibits the creation of parties on a 

religious basis. However, the application for a 
licence was rejected by the authorities, which 
led to a confrontation with the government, re-
sulting in the flight of the movement’s main lea-
ders, including Rached Ghannouchi, on May 
28, 1989, to Algeria in a legitimate manner and 
then to the United States and especially En-
gland.

Subsequently, the movement was impli-
cated in terrorist acts, including the Operation 
of Bab Souika on February 17, 1991, which it 
did not admit until February 2011 and consi-
dered that these were individual mistakes 
made by some members of the movement 
who «suffered repression in the absence of 
the movement’s leaders, whether in exile 
or in prison».

They had also tried to shoot down the 
plane of the late Pre-
sident Ben Ali with a 
Stinger missile.

Therefore, faced 
with the revelation of 
terrorist plots to pu-
blic opinion, trials 
began for people af-
filiated to the move-
ment in the absence 
of the leaders scat-
tered around the 
world seeking asy-
lum, and the terro-
rist acts continued 
with the bombing 
of Djerba in 2002 
targeting the Ghriba 
synagogue.

In order to break 
the restrictions im-

posed by national and foreign autho-
rities, the movement allied itself with 
the democratic and left-wing parties 

Ten years after the Revolution: 
The accusation of terrorism 

sticks to political Islam in Tunisia
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of the October 18 Front (which included the 
Communist Workers’ Party, the Progressive 

Democratic Party and others) and showed 
great flexibility even in terms of views on 
sensitive issues (such as women and civil sta-

tus) in order to survive, after losing the popular 
incubator that had attracted the jihadist Salafist 
movement during the events in Soliman on Ja-
nuary 3, 2007. 

In fact, Ennahdha movement has mobilized 
all capacities to defend its members during trials, 
and a legislative amnesty has been decreed for 
the prisoners, allowing some of them to reinte-
grate the Tunisian Salafist movement.

Ennahdha Movement and 
the seizure of power

Anyone observing the unrest in Tunisia on 
December 17, 2010, will notice the absence of 
political Islam in the Tunisian 
section due to the absence 
of its leaders and executives 
exiled in the United States 
and England.

However, it was neces-
sary for the driving force to 
appear on the political sce-
ne and gradually manage to 
infiltrate the supreme body 
to achieve the objectives 
of revolution, political re-
form and democratic tran-
sition with members such 
as Noureddine Bhiri, 
Sahbi Atiq, Farida La-
bidi and Samir Dilou as 
representatives of civil 
society and Riadh Bet-
taïeb on behalf of im-
migrant organizations.

Aspects of extre-
mist violence have not disappeared 
from the Tunisian political scene, as 
well as the violent student scene.

On September 14, 2012, the Ameri-
can embassy was attacked by Salafist 
elements. The general coordinator of 
Nidaa Tounes Party, Lotfi Nagdh, was 
assassinated in front of mobile phone 
cameras on October 18, 2012, fol-
lowing demonstrations in the gover-
norate of Tataouine, led by the League 
for the Protection of the Revolution 
affiliated to political Islam.

Ennahdha continued to participate 
in the elections for the Tunisian Natio-
nal Constituent Assembly, winning 89 
of 217 seats, approximately 42% of the 

seats, and later joined a governing coalition called 
the Troika.

Affiliated with political Islam, Hamadi Jebali 
formed a government that adopted slogans (free-
dom and national dignity) to achieve the goals of 
the Revolution.

In early 2013, the country entered a crisis that 
led to the assassination of dissident Chokri Be-
laid, which led to the resignation of Jebali’s go-
vernment and the appointment of the Interior Mi-
nister and political Islam-affiliated Ali Laaridh as 
the new Prime Minister on March 13, 2013, and 
his government was composed of members of Je-
bali’s government.

The government of Laaridh faced the challenge 
of the fight against terrorism, and the events of Je-
bel Chambi with the assassination of the opponent 
and deputy Mohamed Brahmi on July 25, 2013, 

plunged the country into a new 
political crisis that led to the 
holding of a national dialogue 
between the ruling coalition and 
the opposition parties sponsored 
by four Tunisian national orga-
nizations.

It was agreed to resign the 
government of Ali Laaridh and 
to form a new technocratic go-
vernment of independents, as 
well as to speed up the ratifica-
tion of the new constitution and 
the members of the Higher Inde-
pendent Electoral Body.

Once the members of the In-
dependent High Electoral Body 
were elected by the Constituent 
Assembly on January 8, 2014, 
and the constitution was ratified 
on January 26, Ali Laaridh’s 
government resigned in ac-
cordance with the decisions of 

the National Dialogue and Mehdi Jomaa’s inde-
pendent government was approved.

Political Islam and its allies were left with le-
gislative power only until the handover of power 
to the new Assembly of People’s Representatives 
on December 2, 2014, following the elections of 
October 26, 2014, in which political Islam won the 
second place with 69 seats out of 217, and joined 
the ruling coalition in Habib Essid’s government.

Ennahdha did not participate in the 2014 Tuni-
sian presidential elections won by Beji Caid Esse-
bsi to become president of the Tunisian Republic.

A year after the elections, Nidaa Tounes wit-
nessed a split in the Party’s lines, which led to the 
resignation of a large part of representatives of the 
party and the bloc, allowing Ennahdha to become 
the largest party in the Assembly of Representa-

The period following 
Beji Caid Essebsi’s 
presidency was 
marked by political 
Islam in parliament 
after allying itself 
with corrupt populism 
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tives.
Essid’s government was dissolved and 

was succeeded by the government of Youssef 
Chahed, allowing political Islam to take advan-
tage of the crisis at the time of the departure of 
President Beji Caid Essebsi.

The period following Beji Caid Essebsi’s 
presidency was marked by political Islam in 
parliament after allying itself with corrupt po-
pulism and the escalation of violent extremist 
rhetoric inside the Tunisian parliament, particu-
larly on the part of representatives of the Coa-
lition for Dignity, with the clear glorification 
of terrorism, cheering the assassination of Pro-
fessor Samuel Paty in France by an extremist, 
then in October 2020 and in the aftermath of the 
terrorist attack perpetrated by the Tunisian Ibra-
him Issaoui against the church of Notre-Dame 
in Nice. Political Islam has thus 
entered the circle of accusations 
of many internal and external 
political parties, especially as it 
has divided Tunisian society.

Splits inside
Ennahdha
Movement

The Tunisian Ennahdha Mo-
vement has not been able to 
disengage itself from the world 
organization. Instead, political 
Islam, «in recent years before 
the Arab Spring, has become a 
divisive factor in societies,» ac-
cording to statements by Lotfi 
Zaitoun, secretary of Rached 
Ghannouchi, during an inter-
view he had on Radio Diwan FM on December 
2, 2020.

This confirms that the movement, despite its 
access to power in Tunisia, is still dependent 
on the external powers, especially the regional 
axes which are among the seeds of its own an-
nihilation, and the movement has not settled in 
Tunisia and has not left political references to 
propose solutions to citizens’ problems. 

Reforms have been delayed, including the 
implementation of a constitutional court, which 
has intensified the race for power and fostered 
the conflict between the two executive heads, 
the president and the head of government, so 
the judiciary entered into crisis in the winter of 
2020.

Terror still strikes the country after the mur-
der of a shepherd in Hassi El Ferid on December 
20, 2020.

In addition, most judicial cases dealing with 
terrorism have not been handled because of their 

political nature and the blatant interference of 
political Islam in the judicial system.

The cases of Lotfi Nagdh, Chokri Belaid, 
Mohammed Brahmi and other cases reflect a 
real confusion, which explains the continuation 
of the judges’ strike in December 2020.

Political Islam made generous promises du-
ring the elections under the slogan «justice is the 
basis of construction», and now political Islam 
has caused a split in the situation in Tunisia, af-
ter Tunisian society was harmonious despite the 
political situation in which the country found 
itself, as French President Emmanuel Macron 
said.

This division caused by political Islam in Tu-
nisia may be due to the generation gap, which 
has obstructed the Tunisian youth revolution 
and the slogan «work is a right ...»

Tunisian youth feel ex-
cluded from the political 
scene, which is still domi-
nated by the older genera-
tion of politicians and the 
old ways of working in po-
litics.

There are also major 
ideological and social di-
visions between the de-
veloped north and the 
marginalized south of 
the country, although the 
controversial debate re-
volves around religious 
rights and individual 
freedoms.

However, this 
conflict has resur-

faced, pushing this marginalized category 
towards extremist groups in the poor areas 
of Tunis and marginalized zones despite 
the attempt to contain the effects of re-
gional turmoil, such as that which occur-
red in December in the south in Kebili, 
and to counter the escalation of terrorist 
attacks committed by the disintegration 
of jihadist groups that threaten civil 
peace and political consensus-building.

Consequently, the accusation of ter-
rorism continues to stick to political Is-
lam in Tunisia, due to the lack of real 
will to disengage from the world or-
ganization and to make the movement 
purely Tunisian in order to enter into 
political realism, to touch the suffering 
of the citizens and bring solutions, away 
from the illusory promises they make 
every time.

Tunisian youth feel 
excluded from the 
political scene, which 
is still dominated by 
the older generation 
of politicians and the 
old ways of working 
in politics.
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Covid-19, global warming and 
above all terrorism... These are the 
highlights of a year that ends with 
considerable damage in Europe on 
the economic, health and obviously 

political levels.
If we were to choose a title for this year that 

we have just been through, it could only be «the 
year of terrorism», the phenomenon that has in-
vaded the whole world and especially the old 
continent during these twelve months.

As we get ready to turn this dark page in 
modern history to start a new decade, our ma-
gazine «The 2shores» has chosen to review 
the terrorist incidents that shook Europe in 
2020, a year to forget for the old continent.  

Villejuif stabbing in 
France

The attack of January 3, 2020 was a stab-
bing in the Hautes-Bruyères departmental 
park in Villejuif, during which a man at-
tacked several passers-by with knives to the 
cry of Allah Akbar. One man was killed and 
two injured.

The assailant began his attacks shortly 
before 2pm in the Hautes-Bruyères depart-
mental park in Villejuif. He was wearing 
a blue djellaba and walked towards a man 
shouting «Allah Akbar», a cry he repeated 
several times during the attack. The poten-
tial victim then told his attacker that he was 
a Muslim, which had the effect of stopping 

him. He accosted a man and threatened him with his 
knife, but he said he was Muslim. The assailant then 
asked him to recite a prayer in Arabic, which he did.

The assailant then turned away to attack a couple. 
He attacked the woman first. Her husband, Janusz 
Michalski, 56 years old, intervened and received a 
violent stab wound which was fatal. 

Then the killer attacked the woman, who was 
stabbed in the neck. The wound was significant. 

The assailant then attacked a jogger on a road 
that runs along the park. The jogger was hit seve-
ral times in the back, but the wounds were «super-
ficial». Several other people were attacked by the 
assailant. 

Apart from the man who was spared after stating 
his religion, the park warden and a homeless man 
were also threatened.

The killer was then shot dead by the Kremlin-Bi-
cêtre anti-crime brigade.

Hanau shootings in Germany 
The Hanau shootings occurred on February 19, 

2020, when ten people were killed and five others 
wounded in a terrorist shooting spree by a far-right 
extremist targeting two shisha bars in Hanau, near 
the city of Frankfurt, Hesse, Germany. After the at-
tacks, the gunman returned to his apartment, where 
he killed his mother and then committed suicide. 
The massacre was called an act of terrorism by the 
German Minister of Internal Affairs. 

The shootings took place at around 22:00 local 
time (UTC+1) on February 19, 2020, in two shisha 
bars—one at the Midnight Bar in Hanau›s central 
square, and the other at the Arena Bar & Café in 
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Kesselstadt. Reports showed that both bars are mostly 
frequented by Turkish citizens.

The attacker first started aiming at three guests, fol-
lowed by the waiter who had just served them. The po-
lice initiated a large-scale investigation. It was initially 
reported that the suspects were at large.

The gunman, later identified as Tobias Rathjen, 
then drove home where he shot his mother while his 
father was able to escape. He then shot himself.

 He and his mother were discovered by police at 
05:15 the next day when they gained entry.
Romans-sur-Isère knife attack 

in France
In late morning on April 4, 2020, a knife attack oc-

curred in Romans-sur-Isère, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, 
France, resulting in the death of two people and the 
wounding of five others. The attacker, Abdallah Ah-
med-Osman, a 33-year old Sudanese refugee, was 
charged with terrorist crimes.

The attacker entered a tobacco shop, where he stab-
bed the two owners and a customer, wounding them; 
he went on to a butcher›s shop, where he stole a knife 
and killed a customer. He then killed another man, the 
owner of a local theatre who died shielding his twelve-
year-old son, and then wounded two people waiting 
in line outside a bakery. The suspect was a 33-year-
old Sudanese man who had obtained the refugee status 
and a 10-year visa in 2017.

According to Arabic-speaking witnesses, he 
shouted «Allah Akbar» when he launched his attack 
and, at the time of his arrest, kneeled down and recited 
the Shahada, the Muslim profession of faith.

A terrorism investigation was launched. Searches 
at his home revealed handwritten notes complaining 
about living in a «country of disbelievers». On April 
8, he was indicted for «assassinations and attempted 

assassinations in connection with a terrorist group». 
The attack occurred during the national lockdown 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic in France.
Reading stabbings in United 

Kingdom
On June 20, 2020, shortly before 19:00 BST, 

a man with a knife attacked people socialising 
in Forbury Gardens, Reading, Berkshire, United 
Kingdom. Three men died from their wounds, 
and three other people were seriously injured. 

A 25-year-old Libyan male refugee named 
Khairi Saadallah was arrested nearby shortly 
afterwards. 

On June 29, 2020, he appeared by video 
link at Westminster Magistrates› Court 
charged with three counts of murder and 
three counts of attempted murder. On No-
vember 11, he pleaded guilty to all charges.

Shortly before 19:00 BST on June 
20, 2020, Saadallah, acting on his own 
and shouting what a witness described 
as «unintelligible words» attacked two 
groups of people socialising.

It happened in Forbury Gardens, a 
public park in the centre of Reading, 
Berkshire, England, about 40 miles (60 
km) west of London. Saadallah used a 
kitchen knife that a witness estimated to 
have been at least five inches (13 cm) 
long. The victims sustained injuries to the 
eye, neck, head, and back. A witness said 
the stabbing was «completely random».

At 18:56 BST, officers from Thames 
Valley Police went to the park, responding 
to reports of a stabbing with multiple ca-
sualties.
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Bearing a knife, Saadallah was chased, tackled, 
and pinned to the ground on Friar Street by police 
officers five minutes after the first 999 call was 
made.

Saadallah was arrested, initially on suspicion 
of murder, and later re-arrested while in custody 
under Section 41 of the Terrorism Act 2000.

Paris stabbing attack
On September 25, 2020, two people were in-

jured in a stabbing outside the former headquar-
ters of the French satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo in Paris. The magazine›s headquarters 
had previously been the target of an Islamic 
extremist attack in 2015. The French Interior 
Minister Gérald Darmanin considered this to 
be «clearly an act of Islamist terrorism.» 

A man from Pakistan, suspected of 
carrying out the attacks, was arrested near 
the scene.

Six other suspects were subsequently 
arrested in Paris in connection with the at-
tack.

The main suspect was identified as a 
25-year-old man, who is charged with 
«attempted murder in association with a 
terrorist enterprise.»

The suspect acknowledged having 
carried out the attack for religious rea-
sons. His age is unclear, as he claimed 
to be 18 in order to be eligible for social 
welfare benefits.

Before the attack, he stated in a video 
that he was seeking vengeance against 
Charlie Hebdo for publishing caricatures 
of Islam›s prophet Muhammad. The sus-
pect left his village in the Punjab region in 
Pakistan in early 2018 and came to Europe, 
following his brothers and other young 

men from the village. According to Associated Press, 
villagers considered the suspect a hero for carrying 
out the Paris attack. The suspect›s father championed 
his son›s actions, but was warned by Pakistani police 
against speaking publicly.

In France, the suspect moved to Pantin, a wor-
king-class district with many immigrants from North 
Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and Pakistan. He shared 
an apartment with several other Pakistanis above a 
Hookah bar.

Dresden knife attack
in Germany

On October 4, 2020, a man was killed and another 
injured during a knife attack in Dresden, Germany. Af-
ter two weeks, the suspected perpetrator was arrested; 
police said that the attack had an Islamist background.

Two German men who were visiting Dresden were 
stabbed with a knife by the suspect. One of the victims, 
a 55-year-old, died from his injuries, while the other, 
a 53-year-old, was critically injured but later recove-
red. The perpetrator fled the scene, and was arrested 
two weeks later, after his DNA traces were found on 
the knife, which was recovered near the scene of the 
attack. An Islamist background was confirmed to be 
behind the attack; Justice Minister Christine Lambre-
cht said that «Islamist terror is a major, enduring threat 
to our society that we have to tackle determinedly

The suspect is identified as 20-year-old Abdullah 
al-H. H., a Syrian national who arrived in Germany in 
2015 to seek asylum. He was previously investigated 
for planning a terrorist attack, and reported to German 
authorities by a foreign intelligence service. He had 
contacts with a woman, a member of the Islamic State: 
the two were planning an attack in Germany with the 
help of other militants. 

After publishing several Islamic State-related sym-
bols and flag on his personal Facebook profile in 2017, 
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Abdullah al-H.H. was investigated as a dangerous ra-
dicalized Islamist, who can «carry out an attack at any 
moment». 

His home was checked by police, who seized his 
phone. Investigators discovered that he was planning 
to join the Islamic State, had contacts with a militant 
in Yemen and was working on the construction off sui-
cide belts; al-H. H. was then taken in to custody. His 
accomplice were also arrested, including the Islamic 
State woman who was identified the leader of the cell, 
according to police. All of them were sentenced in No-
vember 2018 to two years and nine months for suppor-
ting a terrorist organization and planning an attack.

Abdullah, who also attacked prison guards during 
his time in jail, was released in September 2020, even 
if he was still considered «radicalized and dangerous» 
and was forbidden to possess any sharp objects and fi-
rearms. 

Police were in charge of checking him with a tech-
nical surveillance placed in front of his home. Howe-
ver, he was not checked in every moment. Two days 
before the attack, he bought a knife, which was the one 
used in the attack.

Murder of Samuel Paty
The murder of Samuel Paty, a French middle-

school teacher, took place on October 16, 2020 in 
Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, a suburb of Paris. Paty was 
killed and beheaded by an Islamist terrorist. 

The perpetrator, Abdoullakh Abouyedovich An-
zorov, an 18-year-old Muslim Russian refugee of 
Chechen ethnicity, killed and beheaded Paty with a 
cleaver. Anzorov was shot and killed by police minutes 
later. Paty had, in a class on freedom of expression, 
shown his students Charlie Hebdo›s 2012 cartoons 
depicting the Islamic prophet Muhammad. One of the 
cartoons portrays Muhammad naked with his genitals 
exposed. These cartoons were seen by many Muslims 
as offensive.

A social media campaign against Paty was 
linked to his subsequent murder. Ten people 
have been charged with assisting the killer, in-
cluding an imam, a parent of a student, and two 
students at Paty›s school.

Paty taught a moral and civic education course 
in early October 2020 on freedom of expression, 
in accord with the French national curriculum. He 
showed some of his teenage students a caricature 
of Muhammad from the satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo during a class discussion about freedom of 
speech.

Before showing the caricature, Paty had invited 
Muslim students to leave the classroom if they wi-
shed. According to one student, he had previously 
shown these cartoons as part of the discussion eve-
ry year since the Charlie Hebdo shooting in 2015. 
In the largest Sunni sects of Islam, any depiction of 
Muhammad is considered blasphemous.

A week and a half after Paty›s freedom-of-
speech class on 16 October 2020, Anzorov, having 
been driven to Paty›s school by an alleged accom-
plice, waited outside the gates and asked a number 
of students to point out the teacher. He paid two 
students, aged 14 and 15, around 300€ to identify 
Paty; the two then waited with Anzorov for two 
hours until they sighted Paty leaving. A Friday, it 
was the last schoolday before a two-week holi-
day. Anzorov had told them he intended to «hit» 
and «humiliate» Paty; according to France›s 
chief terrorism prosecutor, Jean-François Ri-
card [fr], in order to «make him apologise for 
the cartoon of the Prophet [Muhammad]». An-
zorov then followed Paty as he left the school. 
Using a knife 30 centimetres (12 in) long, 
Anzorov killed Paty and beheaded him in a 
street near the school where Paty taught, at 
approximately 5:00 p.m.
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In addition to decapitating Paty, Anzorov in-
flicted a number of wounds to his head, abdo-
men, and upper limbs. Witnesses told police they 

heard the killer shout «Allahu Akbar» (the Takbir) 
during the attack.

Minutes later, Anzorov was confronted by po-
lice about 600 metres (660 yd) from the scene in 

Éragny, near Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, and the po-
lice tried to arrest him. Anzorov shot at the police 
with an air rifle and tried to stab them with a knife. 
The police in response shot him nine times, killing 
him.

On Anzorov›s phone they found a text claiming 
responsibility, and a photograph of Paty›s body

Nice stabbing in France
On the morning of October 29, 2020, three people 

were killed in a stabbing attack at Notre-Dame de 
Nice, a Roman Catholic basilica in Nice, France.

The alleged attacker, Tunisian man Brahim Is-
saoui, was shot by the police and taken into custody.

Both French President Emmanuel Macron and 
the Mayor of Nice, Christian Estrosi, said it was 
a terrorist attack attributed to Islamic extremism.

The attack occurred on October 29, 2020 at 
8:30 a.m., in the premises of Notre-Dame de Nice, 
a Roman Catholic basilica situated on the Avenue 
Jean Médecin in the centre of Nice. 

The attacker killed three people with a knife. 
One victim, an elderly woman, was partially be-
headed. Another was the sexton of the church, 
and the third victim was another woman.

The attack was carried out over a span of 
28 minutes, during which he shouted «Allahu 
Akbar,» repeatedly. Four responding police 
officers first tasered the attacker and then 
shot him, even as he continued to shout, «Al-
lahu Akbar!» The suspect was then taken to 
hospital, where he was in life-threatening 
condition. 

A total of 14 shots were fired by police. 
Authorities found items that they said belonged to 

the suspect, including a Quran, three knives, and two 
cell phones.

Vienna attack in Austria
The 2020 Vienna attack was a series of shootings 

that occurred on November 2, 2020 in Vienna, Austria. 
A lone gunman opened fire with a rifle in the city center. 

Four civilians were killed in the attack and 23 others 
were injured, seven critically, including a police officer. 
The attacker was killed by police; he was identified as 
an ISIL sympathizer. Officials said that the attack was 
an incident of Islamist terrorism.

The attack began on November 2, 2020 around 
20:00 in Vienna, Austria, when a man started shooting 
at people. He was armed with a rifle, a handgun, and a 
machete and was wearing a fake explosive belt.

The attack ended when the gunman was shot and 
killed by police at 20:09 near St. Rupert›s Church. The 
shooting took place four hours before the midnight start 
of a nationwide lockdown as new COVID-19 restric-
tions came into force in Austria, including a curfew 
from 20:00 to 06:00. 

Four civilians were killed by the attacker: those 
killed were a 39-year-old Austrian man, a 24-year-old 
German woman, a 44-year-old Austrian woman, and a 
21-year-old Muslim Austrian man originally from Nor-
th Macedonia.

The attacker was also shot dead by the police at the 
scene.

Twenty-three other people were wounded with 
gunshot and stab wounds; thirteen citizens from Aus-
tria, four from Germany, two from Slovakia, and one 
each from Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chi-
na, and Luxembourg. Seven suffered life-threatening 
injuries. Among the wounded was a 28-year-old police 
officer who was shot and critically injured while res-
ponding to the attack.
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Congratulations! You›ve survived 2020! 
This what we can say after twelve 
months full of tension, it was not a ty-
pical year for anyone in the world.

In 2020, the world faced an unpre-
cedented pandemic, but was not spared from interna-
tional crises and social upheavals.

As we turn the page on this disastrous year to 
welcome a new one, our magazine The 2Shores re-
views the most important events that have marked 
the world over the last twelve months.

Australian bushfire
season

The 2019-2020 season has been one of the worst 
fire seasons on record. Australia has seen unprece-
dented heat waves, with temperatures reaching 120 
F (49.1 C) in January across central and eastern Aus-
tralia. 

The 2019–2020 Australian bushfire season, 
known as Black Summer, was a period of unusually 
intense bushfires in many parts of Australia.

Throughout the summer, hundreds of fires burnt, 
mainly in the southeast of the country. The major 
fires peaked during December–January.

Bushfires engulfed many parts of the Australian 
continent, igniting in the north and moving to the 
more populous south and southeast areas. 

As of March 9, 2020, the fires burnt an estimated 
18.6 million hectares (46 million acres; 186,000 
square kilometres; 72,000 square miles), destroyed 
over 5,900 buildings (including 2,779 homes) and 
killed at least 34 people. Nearly three billion terres-

trial vertebrates alone – the vast majority being rep-
tiles – were affected and some endangered species 
were believed to be driven to extinction.

2020 Calabasas helicopter 
crash and the death

of Kobe Bryant
On Sunday, January 26, 2020, a Sikorsky S-76B 

helicopter crashed in the city of Calabasas, Califor-
nia, around 30 miles (48 kilometres) northwest of 
downtown Los Angeles, while in route from John 
Wayne Airport to Camarillo Airport. Nine people 
were on board: retired professional basketball player 
Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old daughter Gianna, base-
ball coach John Altobelli, five other passengers, and 
the pilot. Everyone on board was killed on impact.

One of the most popular sports figures in Los An-
geles and a celebrity around the globe, Bryant had 

Top 10 of most important
events
in 2020
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to be identified by his fingerprints after his body was 
found in the dirt outside the wreckage of the chopper.

COVID-19 pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic, also known as the co-

ronavirus pandemic, is an ongoing pandemic of co-
ronavirus disease (COVID-19) caused by severe 
acute respiratory syndrome .

It was first identified in December 2019 in Wu-
han, China. The World Health Organization de-
clared the outbreak as a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern in January 2020 and a pan-
demic in March 2020. As of end December 2020, 
more than 81.7 million cases have been confirmed, 
with more than 1.78 million deaths attributed to CO-
VID-19.

The world is still struggling to fight this pande-
mic, despite the efforts made by Health authorities 
all over the world and the campaigns of vaccination.

The controversial death
of George Floyd

On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a 46-year-old 
black man, was killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
while being arrested for allegedly using a counterfeit 
bill. During the arrest Derek Chauvin, a white po-
lice officer with the Minneapolis Police Department, 
knelt on Floyd›s neck for about nine and a half mi-
nutes after he was handcuffed and lying face down.

Two police officers, J. Alexander Kueng and Tho-
mas Lane, assisted Chauvin in restraining Floyd, 
while another officer, Tou Thao, prevented bystan-
ders from interfering with the arrest and intervening 
as events unfolded.

The following day, after videos made by witnesses 
and security cameras became public, all four officers 
were dismissed. Two autopsies found Floyd›s death 
to be a homicide.
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The area near the location where Floyd was killed 
became a makeshift memorial throughout May 26, 
with many placards paying tribute to him and refe-
rencing the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Beirut explosion
On 4 August 2020, a large amount of ammonium 

nitrate stored at the port of the city of Beirut, the 
capital of Lebanon, exploded, causing at least 204 
deaths, 6,500 injuries, and $15 billion in property 
damage, and leaving an estimated 300,000 people 
homeless. 

A cargo of 2,750 tonnes of the substance (equiva-
lent to around 1.1 kilotons of TNT) had been stored 
in a warehouse without proper safety measures for 
the previous six years, after having been confiscated 
by the Lebanese authorities from the abandoned ship 
MV Rhosus.

The explosion was preceded by a fire in the same 
warehouse, but as of November 2020, the exact 
cause of the detonation is still under investigation. 
The blast was felt in Turkey, Syria, Israel, Palestine 
and parts of Europe, and was heard in Cyprus, more 
than 240 km (150 mi) away. 

It was detected by the United States Geological 
Survey as a seismic event of magnitude 3.3, and is 
considered one of the most powerful artificial non-
nuclear explosions in history.

2020 United States
presidential election and
the victory of Joe Biden

The 2020 United States presidential election was 
the 59th quadrennial presidential election, held on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

The Democratic ticket of former vice president 
Joe Biden and incumbent U.S. senator from Cali-

fornia Kamala Harris defeated the Republican ticket 
of incumbent president Donald Trump and vice pre-
sident Mike Pence.

Trump became the first U.S. president since 
George H. W. Bush in 1992 and the eleventh incu-
mbent in the country›s history to lose a bid for a se-
cond term, and Biden won the largest share of the 
popular vote against an incumbent since 1932.

The election saw the highest voter turnout since 
1900, with each of the two main tickets receiving 
more than 74 million votes, surpassing Barack Oba-
ma›s record of 69.5 million votes from 2008. Biden 
received more than 81 million votes, the most votes 
ever cast for a candidate in a U.S. presidential elec-
tion.

2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war
The 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war, code-named 

Operation Iron Fist by Azerbaijan, was an armed 
conflict between Azerbaijan, supported by Turkey, and 
the self-proclaimed Republic of Artsakh together with 
Armenia, in the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and surrounding territories. 

It was the latest escalation of an unresolved conflict 
over the region, which is internationally recognized as 
part of Azerbaijan, but partially governed by Artsakh, 
a breakaway state with an Armenian ethnic majority.

Clashes began on the morning of September 27, 
2020 along the Nagorno-Karabakh Line of Contact, 
which had been established in the aftermath of the First 
Nagorno-Karabakh War (1988–1994). In response, 
Armenia and Artsakh introduced martial law and to-
tal mobilization, while Azerbaijan introduced martial 
law, a curfew and partial mobilization

The Armenian authorities stated that 64 Armenian 
civilians were killed during the war, while another 40 
went missing.
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According to Azerbaijani sources, the Armenian mi-
litary has targeted densely populated areas containing 
civilian structures. 

As of November 9, 2020, the Prosecutor General›s 
Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan stated that during 
the war, as a result of reported shelling by Armenian ar-
tillery and rocketing, 100 people had been killed, while 
416 people had been wounded.

Murder of Samuel Paty
The murder of Samuel Paty a French middle-

school teacher, took place on October 16, 2020 in 
Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, a suburb of Paris. Paty was 
killed and beheaded by an Islamist terrorist.

The teacher’s killing came after he showed students 
the Prophet Muhammad caricatures as part of a lesson 
on free expression. It was not the first time, students 
say, and they say the teacher notified Muslims in the 
class they were free to leave, warning they might find 
the images shocking.

After Paty›s murder, tensions between the state and 
France’s Muslims, the largest Muslim minority in Eu-
rope, have deepened.

Vienna attack
The 2020 Vienna attack was a series of shootings 

that occurred on 2nd of November 2020 in Vienna, 
Austria. A gunman opened fire with a rifle in the city 
center. Four civilians were killed in the attack and 23 
others were injured, seven critically, including a police 
officer. The attacker was killed by police; he was iden-
tified as an ISIL sympathizer.

 Officials said that the attack was an incident of Is-
lamist terrorism.

On November 6, authorities decided that two 
mosques in Ottakring would be closed because «a po-
sitive attitude towards society and state» as a legal pre-

condition was not fulfilled by the mosques.
The mosques had reportedly contributed to the ra-

dicalization of the attacker and they were reportedly 
frequented by him and other Islamists.

Death of soccer legend
Diego Armando Maradona

On November 25, 2020, the world has lost a legend. 
Argentine football star Diego Maradona dies of heart 
attack at age 60.

Maradona is widely regarded as one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest, footballers of all time and was the 
inspiration for Argentina›s World Cup success in Mexi-
co in 1986, almost single-footedly, and handedly, inspi-
ring their triumph.

Famously, Maradona›s career was not just studded 
with brilliance but also blighted by controversies on 
and off the field, even after he had retired.

His last health problems saw him admitted to hospi-
tal in La Plata, Argentina, suffering from anaemia and 
mild dehydration.

A bleed in the brain was then discovered. He was 
released from hospital only to die a few days later.
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By the end of 2020 and the beginning of 2021, 
the Arab Spring is completing the first decade 
of its history, which began in one of the gover-
norates of the Tunisian Republic, Sidi Bouzid, 
(Bouazizi and his famous cart), and whose top 

analysts did not expect the outbreak of the Arab revolutions 
that overthrew four leaders in a short period of time.

Moreover, what Tunisia experienced during the last 23 
years preceding December 17, 2010 was an absolute night-
mare.

Indeed, the late President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
tightened his grip on the country, giving his in-laws and his 
wife the freedom to wreak havoc in Tunisia, which has ac-
celerated his departure. 

As a result, the country entered a difficult and excep-
tional decade in which the economy and social values col-
lapsed and the prestige of the state was lost.

However, only Ennahdha, one of the branches of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, took advantage of the new situation, 
where their previously exiled leaders were crowned the new 
leaders and commanders of the revolution, so they took ad-
vantage of it and aborted the dreams of the young people 
who were beginning to believe that the revolution had been 
hijacked. 

The situation is not much different in Libya, which re-
volted against their leader Muammar Gaddafi without clear 
reasons, because the Libyan people were enjoying well-
being and prosperity, unlike their Tunisian brothers, whose 
poverty triggered their revolution.

The Libyan revolution was very bloody, in which the 
colonel defended his throne and almost turned the scales 
in his favour, and he was on the verge of annihilating the 
revolution without the inexplicable interference of NATO 
for reasons still unknown to this day despite many analyses 
that justify and explain the overthrow of Gaddafi by the Eu-

ropeans. 
Nevertheless, the Muslim Brotherhood were also the 

first beneficiaries, as they extended their control over most 
Libyan cities, crippled the state with foreign alliances, and 
introduced Turkish colonialism into Libya through the du-
bious border demarcation agreement and the strange agree-
ments with the Turks under which they gained control over 
half of Libyan soil.

The issue seems different in Egypt, where the revolution 
against Hosni Mubarak›s regime took place, but the com-
mon point also with the Tunisian and Libyan revolutions is 
that the Muslim Brotherhood of Egypt benefited from the 
revolution of the marginalized and impoverished youth as 
well as the leaders installed in power in the first real Egyp-
tian elections.

However, the Egyptian people soon realized their his-
toric mistake in electing leaders who considered loyalty to 
the group before loyalty to the homeland, so a second revo-
lution took place in which the Egyptian army was decisive, 
as it aligned itself with millions of Egyptians and together 
corrected the disastrous mistake to remove the Muslim Bro-
therhood from power.

Still, they plunged the country into chaos and drowned 
it in blood for many months, and without the strength of the 
Egyptian army and the people gathered around it, Egypt, 
with its ancient cities, would have been transformed into an 
emirate of the Islamic State.

In Yemen and Syria too, the Muslim Brotherhood has had 
the largest part of the unrest and popular demonstrations, 
while they have become a major force that has plunged both 
countries into the chaos that continues to this day.

The conclusion is that the Muslim Brotherhood ex-
ploited and obstructed all Arab revolutions, making the 
Arab Spring a harsh winter that would certainly not be fol-
lowed by another spring.

After ten years, the Arab Spring 
is turning into a harsh winter that 
will never be followed by a spring!!
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No one ever thought that the dream of free-
dom in the Arab world could turn into a 
nightmare that does not leave the collective 
imagination of Arabs.

The outbreak of the hell of the Arab re-
volutions, since a street vendor set himself on fire in the 
Governorate of Sidi Bouzid on December 17, 2010, has 
been just one of the episodes in the lethargic dreams that 
the Arab world has been dreaming of achieving for ages.

Indeed, it is not easy to make a final judgement on a 
destiny that history has not yet completed its writing, as 
the passage of ten years since the eruption of the volca-
no of popular anger in a number of Arab countries is not 
enough to resolve the basic problems related to the classi-
fication of these events or to follow their recent repercus-
sions on the political map of the Arab region.

This map oscillates sometimes 
between the cold chaos, as in the Tu-
nisian case, and the burning atmos-
phere, as in the Libyan, Yemeni and 
Syrian situations, in the light of the 
geo-strategic differences to be res-
pected.

The situation in Egypt represents 
a third case where the regime is re-
newing itself through the military 
machine by overthrowing the rei-
gn of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
cutting the way to Spring and to the 
story of the illusory democracy that 
the laboratories of Western political 
thought have marketed since Sep-
tember 11.

Regardless of the difference in evaluations concerning 
the relationship of Arabs with the democratic claim fol-
lowing the Arab Spring, the current Arab scene paints a 
dark picture, the main feature of which is the emergence 
of Israel as the big winner of all the developments that the 
region has experienced over the last decade.

The expansion of the normalization zone cannot in any 
case be conceived outside the effects of the Arab Spring 
and its repercussions, if we accept that the Arab Spring 
has been formed through two mechanisms.

1.Military intrusion: embodied by the Arab Spring 
events in Tunisia and Egypt, which led to the rise of the 
Muslim Brotherhood regime and the fragmentation of the 
state.

2.The Military Crush Mechanism: through the inter-
vention of NATO armies, as in Libya and 
Iraq in the early 1990s.

The Syrian case can be seen as a syn-
thesis of the above-mentioned scena-
rios, where the paths of the Arab Spring 
crossed the square of international in-
terests, transforming the Iraqi-Syrian 
region into a complex war zone for the 
international powers.

It is essential to mention the fall of 
the domino theory in its projection on 
the dynamics of the Arab Spring. This 
fall confirms the artificial character of 
this path, because contemporary politi-
cal history confirms that contagion in a 
convergent socio-political environment 
occurs spontaneously without external 
means.

However, this is not what can be considered in the rela-
tionship between the “Spring of Tunisia” and the “Libyan 
collapse”.

Consequently, the overthrow of the regime of the late 
Muammar Gaddafi required direct military intervention 

The Decade of Arab Revolutions

“The spring of the labyrinth...”
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by NATO with a French initiative, 
during which Tunisia was a logistical 
bridge to accomplish Spring’s “abor-
tion mission” in most parts of Libya.

In Libya, the reason for the failure 
was the regional and international 
conflict over oil resources, in particu-
lar the prestigious strategic location of 
a country that overlooks the Mediter-
ranean and forms the coastal front of 
Africa.

In Yemen, the tribal conflict, in 
conjunction with the regional conflict 
between the Gulf and Iran, has pro-
duced a bloody state of war that can-
not be resolved internally.

The Syrian-Iraqi lands witnessed the emergence of 
the Islamic state from Western intelligence to strike at the 
unity of the state in Syria and limit Iran’s penetration of 
the region through Hezbollah. The facts of this devasta-
ting war have confirmed that the West seeking to establish 
democracy in the Arab world is the same West that sup-
ports Al-Nosra Front.

However, this description does not mean that the crisis 
of the official Arab system was not real.

The quick collapse of the regime in Tunisia confirms 
its fragility and the absence of a social 
base that refuses change, while the 
situation is different in the rest of the 
Arab Spring regions due to tribal so-
ciological considerations in Libya and 
Yemen, Russia’s strategic interests in 
Syria and the solidity of the military 
organization in Egypt.

Tunisia is the exception, as sup-
porters of Arab Spring like to describe 
it, and international rankings confirm 
that it is ranked first in the Arab wor-
ld in terms of democracy and human 
rights.

Indeed, it can be said that Tunisia has theoretically 
succeeded in ensuring the regularity of elections and their 
transparency, but this progress in achieving democracy in 
formality has not made it possible to ensure the political 
stability necessary for economic and social progress.

Instead, the hybrid system produced by Constitution 
2014, under the direct influence of Ennahdha Movement, 

has led to a destructive cycle of insta-
bility for the economy and the social 
balance necessary for the democratic 
construction process itself. 

Tunisia has been a victim of the 
collapse of the middle class, the spread 
of poverty, rising unemployment and 
irregular migration, in addition to the 
spread of violence, terrorism, smug-
gling and the exacerbation of the 
state’s internal and external debt.

As a result, the country has lost 
dozens of ranks in the sovereignty 
ranking compiled by major interna-
tional agencies, which is a high price 
to pay for relative and fragile political 

progress, which will rapidly collapse in the face of pro-
blems of freedom of conscience, belief and personal is-
sues related to national identity.

Although responsibility for this phase is attributed to 
the Islamic Ennahdha Movement, the weakness of the se-
cular or semi-secular opposition confirms that the situa-
tion in Tunisia will not be relieved soon, at least for the 
foreseeable future.

The Tunisian Left has not yet overcome the complex 
of the past, despite the heavy losses, it is repositioning 

itself within the Pact of October 18, 
the equivalent of the Egyptian Kifâya 
Movement, which is produced in the 
laboratories of American political 
thought under the name of inter-ideo-
logical alliances.

Behind the Tunisian Spring, the 
picture of a cold civil war is taking 
shape between categories stemming 
from totalitarian ideologies that forced 
them to admit the other without accep-
ting it. It is a cold civil war that the 
West is preventing from being unlea-
shed in ‘the last laboratory of the so-

called Spring’.
The Tunisian democratic situation, with all the difficul-

ties it faces, represents a historic and exceptional oppor-
tunity to achieve Tunisia›s effective entry into the sphere 
of full modernity, with making the mission of economic 
rescue as the necessary entry point to win this civilizatio-
nal challenge.

Tunisia is the 
exception, as 
supporters of 

Arab Spring like 
to describe it, and 

international rankings 
confirm that it is 
ranked first in the 

Arab world in terms 
of democracy and 

human rights
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emergence of the 
Islamic state from 
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to strike at the unity 
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Activist of the Tunisian movement Ennahdha,
Mohamed Ben Salem :

«Ennahdha did not adopt or use 
the term «political Islam»
and it can be said that we

represent «democratic Islam»
Within the framework of the two subjects discussed in this 

issue of the magazine, «Political Islam» and the decade of 
Arab revolutions, we met the militant of the Tunisian En-
nahdha Movement, Mohamed Ben Salem, with whom we 
conducted this interview which was a mix between the local, 
the international and the partisan.

Ten years after the revolution, democracy has not achieved economic 
and social well-being. Is this a flaw in the way of governing? Or is it a flaw 
in democracy?

Democracy cannot be seen as a reason to prevent prosperity, because all 
democratic countries have been able to ensure the prosperity and progress of 
their people.

I believe that the lack of economic and social prosperity is due to two fun-
damental reasons:

The first is the exorbitant popular demand and the impatience to meet these 
demands.

The second is the failure of the political class to show sufficient courage 
to carry out the necessary reforms and the inability to respond to popular de-

mands.
Some democrats and constitutional law experts have sought so-

lutions to social problems and exorbitant demands that do not 
emanate from democracy. Have they called for the overthrow 
of democracy?

Unfortunately, these voices and calls are not very reasonable. 
Certainly, there are regional parties concerned and dissatisfied 
with the democratic experience in Tunisia and some Arab coun-
tries, and they seek to undermine it by exploiting all its difficul-
ties, as they point out every shortcoming or defect to democra-
cy in an attempt to get rid of it, since democracy contradicts 
their interests and systems.

These medieval forces are concerned about the applica-
tion of democracy in the Arab world because it embarrasses 
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them in front of their people, so they seek to undermine 
it.

Can Tunisians hope for a change in the social and 
economic situation in the light of the turbulent po-
litical situations marked by political instability and 
partisan fragmentation?

Like all emerging democracies, 
Tunisian democracy is repairing it-
self.

In Tunisia, the electoral system is 
a direct cause of partisan fragmenta-
tion and prevents governments from 
undertaking bold reforms, despite the 
fact that the system of government 
allows for the formation of party coa-
litions.

In Tunisia, we had a coalition ex-
periment that succeeded in including 
about 160 deputies in the Assembly 
of People’s Representatives, more 
than two-thirds of the parliament. 

However, the lack of courage of 
the ruling elite prevented us from un-
dertaking the major reforms that were 
needed.

I consider it a serious mistake 
to blame democracy for the failure 
of the ruling elite, because the countries of the world 
that have achieved development and prosperity for their 
people are democratic countries, and democracy cannot 
be the reason for development and prosperity on one 
side and a cause of economic and social backwardness 
on the other.

After the attack in Nice, political Islam was ac-
cused of being an aspect of terrorism. What do you 
think?

The problem is that some French parties seek to com-
pete with the French extreme Right, which is attracting 
new supporters in France.

According to the logic of «treating the disease with 
its causes», these parties exploit certain events in order 
to use them in competition with the extreme Right, be-
cause the perpetrator of the Nice attack was not affiliated 
to an Islamic organization and had no religious activity, 
but the attack was used to compete with the discourse of 
the Right, in a specific situation in France and its internal 
economic climate.

It should be noted that at the beginning of his poli-
tical career, the President of the French Republic was 
a minister in a socialist government, and today we find 

him adopting the arguments of the extreme Right for po-
litical purposes.

France has been affected by terrorist attacks that 
have been adopted by movements related to extre-
mist Islamist rhetoric and whose members belong 

to the movements of political 
Islam or «extremist Islam». 
What is your view on this fact?

The terrorism that has hit most 
of the countries of the world has 
no religion, but it has different 
dictates.

Some terrorists speak in the 
name of religion and carry out 
their terrorist attacks in the name 
of Islam, but Islam is innocent of 
this because Islam is a religion of 
tolerance and peace.

I can assure you that there is 
no country in the world where 
different sects and religions 
coexist, just as there are in Isla-
mic countries where they live in 
a spirit of tolerance and peace.

In Lebanon, there are almost 
18 religious sects coexisting and 
practicing their rituals in com-

plete freedom, just as we find courts for Jews and others 
for Christians and Muslims, and this is rare in the wor-
ld where state laws prevail to include everyone, but in 
the area of personal status, this leaves space in Islamic 
countries for these sects to practice their convictions and 
beliefs in their private lives.

Islamic extremist movements 
or Salafist currents of thought 
exploit the religious text to jus-
tify violence. How can we deny 
the Islamist character of these 
movements when they depend 
on jurisprudence and a particu-
lar understanding of the Islamic 
text?

A few days ago, a Christian car-
ried out a terrorist attack in France 
and killed three policemen, 
but no one has charged 
the church and no 
one has accused 
Christianity 
of being res-

We hope that our 
relations with the 
French side are 

good and excellent. 
France was one of the 

European countries that 
welcomed the largest 
number of supporters 

of Ennahdha at the 
time of the tyranny and 
granted them political 
asylum. This is what 

always makes us hope 
that our relations with 

the French authority are 
good.
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ponsible for terrorism, and no one has spoken about the 
existence of Christian terrorism.

We regret that there are ex-
tremists in our religion who use 
violence to achieve their goals 
and objectives, and we strongly 
condemn their attitudes. 

We would like to stress that 
we are also victims of this ter-
rorism, which they call «Islamic 
terrorism» and even foreign me-
dia professionals recognize this.

Regardless of its nature and 
coverage, terrorism represents a 
real dilemma and scourge. It is 
therefore imperative that the wise 
persons in Europe distinguish 
between Islam, which calls for coexistence and peace, 
and that minority which uses violence to achieve their 
aims.

After the attack in Nice, there was a misunders-
tanding or tension in France’s relations with some 
Islamic movements. How do you evaluate your rela-
tionship of Ennahdha with the French government?

We hope that our relations with the French side are 
good and excellent. France was 
one of the European countries 
that welcomed the largest number 
of supporters of Ennahdha at the 
time of the tyranny and granted 
them political asylum. This is 
what always makes us hope that 
our relations with the French au-
thority are good.

We visited France as part of 
a delegation led by Professor 
Rached Ghannouchi, where we 
were received at the French Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs, and 
Professor Rached Ghannouchi 
had official talks with a number 
of French officials.

This is supposed to confirm 
our friendly relations with France 
and we are building on what has been achieved in the 
positive aspects. 

However, the delinquency of some French politicians 
and their adherence to the theses of the French Right, 
make the relationship go in another direction.

In short, we hope that higher and strategic interests 

prevail over private political interests, especially when 
the dates of elections that change many positions are 

getting closer.
Can Ennahdha be considered as 

one of the movements of political 
Islam in Tunisia? Especially since 
the accusations are renewed that 
the movement has not abandoned 
political Islam, an accusation re-
cently confirmed by Ahmed Nejib 
Chebbi?

We respect Ahmed Nejib Che-
bbi because we had a common his-
tory of resistance to tyranny, and he 
had visited me at home in France to 
coordinate positions to discuss ways 
of unifying the opposition against ty-

ranny, but his options after the revolution did not suc-
ceed at all.

Mr. Nejib Chebbi cannot be both an opponent and a 
referee because he is now a competitor and a political 
opponent whose options did not succeed in my opinion 
because he thought that by attacking Ennahdha Move-
ment, he could attract the public, but this option failed in 

the elections of 2014 and 2019.
Back to our main question. Do 

you consider Ennahdha to be part 
of the movements of political Is-
lam?

Ennahdha never adopted or used 
this term in its policies, but always 
pointed out that it was a civil and 
democratic party with an Islamic re-
ference. We have proved throughout 
our history that we defend democra-
cy as well as private and public free-
doms, and this does not need to be 
proven. 

All our positions have been known 
since 1981 or even before, because 
we have always been with freedom 
and democracy.

We can say that we represent 
«democratic Islam», so just as democratic Christianity 
exists, we can say that we represent the Islamic demo-
cratic trend, because our religion accepts others and gua-
rantees the freedom of all sects, even Satanists, since 
the state has provided them with protection, security and 
freedom to practice their beliefs.

The problem is that 
some French parties 

seek to compete 
with the French 

extreme Right, which 
is attracting new 

supporters in France.

In Tunisia, the electoral 
system is a direct 
cause of partisan 
fragmentation and 

prevents governments 
from undertaking bold 
reforms, despite the 

fact that the system of 
government allows for 
the formation of party 

coalitions.
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Tunisian personalities 
talk about the decade

By 2020, the Tunisian revolution is living the tenth year without achieving 
significant outcomes, with the exception of democracy and freedom of expres-
sion, in exchange of an unprecedented social and economic setback. 

During this period, the country has been governed by more than one party 
Issam Chebbi

General Secretary of the Republican Party
Mohamed Kilani

General Secretary of the Socialist Left 
Party 

The General Secretary of the Republican Party Is-
sam Chebbi said that Tunisia has neglected the issue of 
identity with a national consensus on the constitution 
and therefore it cannot be relaunched today.

As for the issue of political Islam, it is not topi-
cal in Tunisia after Ennahdha movement announced 
the abandonment of propaganda and the separation 
between political and religious issues. 

However, vigilance is necessary to make use of 
religion in politics, and the competition of Ennahdha 
movement should only concern political performance.

In addition, Chebbi stressed that Tunisia has made 
progress in the area of freedoms in the ten years fol-
lowing the revolution and that democratic traditions 
have been developed, despite the failure to complete 
the construction of constitutional institutions, particu-
larly the Constitutional Court. 

However, the emerging democracy remains under 
threat if it is not accompanied by social and economic 
changes.

Chebbi also asserted that democracy becomes 
stronger when it produces economic and social wel-
fare, considering that it is always threatened if it does 
not allow development and employment.

The General Secretary of the Socialist Left Par-
ty, Mohamed Kilani, believes that political Islam is a 
threat to democracy and cannot be included in the de-
mocratic system because it adopts texts hostile to the 
mechanisms of democracy.

Kilani added that Ennahdha movement had not 
completely abandoned political Islam, even though 
the movement had announced it at the last conference, 
stressing that religious movements remain supporters 
of terrorism, calling for political practice without ex-
ploiting the religious text.

Regarding what has been achieved in Tunisia, 10 
years after the revolution, Kilani stressed that the 
contributions are not up to the expectations of the Tu-
nisian people, who dream of social justice and work, 
recognizing at the same time that freedom of expres-
sion remains the only achievement, while awaiting the 
accomplishment of the goals called for by the revolu-
tion of December 17, including equitable development, 
employment and dignity.
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Abdellatif Hannachi
Tunisian writer and historian

Ajmi Lourimi
Deputy of Ennahdha Movement

Hannachi praised the political progress made in Tu-
nisia, making it the only Arab model in which power 
can be transmitted through democratic mechanisms, 
stressing that the country could have reached a better 
level if there was political stability and a widespread 
labour culture in Tunisia.

The Tunisian historian said that Tunisia, which had 
witnessed 10 governments after the revolution, had not 
left space to think about changing the economic model 
or undertaking major reforms that requires stability in 
government and parliamentary work.

Ennahdha deputy Ajmi Lourimi said that the Isla-
mist party has broken with political Islam, that it is now 
integrated into the course of the democratic game and 
that it has proved through its practice and experience 
over the last ten years that it was the most committed 
political party to democracy.

Lourimi added that the French president does not 
differentiate between terrorism, a scourge that has no 
religion, and Islam, in an attempt to restore his lost po-
pularity after the protest movements that France has 
witnessed throughout his reign.

The deputy of Ennahdha movement believes that 
Tunisia has succeeded, during the ten years of the revo-
lution, in resisting an irregular regional situation des-
pite the conspiracies of some Gulf states and in spite of 
the escalation of the voice of counter-revolution, while 
Tunisia has been able to make political progress that 
cannot be neglected.

However, there is still a lot of work to be done in 
Tunisia, especially to continue constitutional construc-
tion and the achievement of economic and social wel-
fare, and this can only be ensured by political stability 
through the amendment of the electoral law, which has 
produced a dispersed political scene.

of revolution and political 
Islam

and more than one president as well as prime minister, especially since po-
litical Islam has had the lion›s share.

In this context, we spoke with a number of Tunisian political personalities 
of different tendencies.
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On December 17, 2020, Tu-
nisia celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of Mohamed 

Bouazizi›s death. After witnessing 
the state confiscating his goods, 
this young street seller of fruits and 
vegetables from Sidi Bouzid com-
mitted suicide in a horrific manner 
by setting himself on fire. 

This dramatic event was the beginning of 
the Jasmine Revolution, and it culminated 
with the flight of the late president Ben Ali to 
Saudi Arabia. Tunisian youth, at the origin of 
this revolution, had once 
again demonstrated their 
willingness to take their 
destiny into their own 
hands in order to improve 
their daily lives.

Ten years have now 
passed... But have the 
wonderful hopes placed 
by Tunisian youth in this 
revolution come true? 
Unfortunately, for the mo-
ment the balance is tipped 
in favour of the «No». 

The economy and the 
social situation of Tuni-
sia has not really improved for ten years now. 
Worse, it has even regressed in some areas, 
especially in the economy. In 2020, daily life 
is still complicated for young Tunisians. The 
economy of the country is struggling in many 
sectors, and young graduates have a lot of dif-
ficulties to find a job that matches their level 
of qualification. Many young Tunisians with 
at least five years of higher education cannot 
find a job in their field of expertise and are 
forced to combine one or more part-time jobs 
to survive.

Time is hard at the moment… The econo-
mic crisis is strengthened by the weakening 
of the Tunisian Dinar compared to the Euro, 
which is making the cost of living more and 

more expensive: prices of products 
imported from Europe have increased 
considerably over the last five years, 
with the purchase of some goods be-
coming even now a luxury.

Furthermore, the Covid-19 pan-

demic creates a significant worse-
ning of the situation: tourism, a cru-
cial economic activity of Tunisia, has 
been drastically reduced with the res-
trictions on international travel. The 
2020 summer tourism season was a di-
saster, and a similar touristic season in 
2021 would be dramatic for the country.

Despite the succession of govern-
ments trying to stop the deterioration 
of the living conditions, no solution has 
been found at the moment and many exa-
mples illustrate the symptoms of the crisis 
in Tunisia. Infrastructures are deteriorating 
due to the lack of public and private in-
vestments to renovate infrastructures. Let’s 

From Bouazizi to the
Coronavirus pandemic: 
Tunisian youth between 
despair and the dream 
of a better tomorrow

Written by Belkis Bouali:
Lawyer and Doctoral 
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and criminal sciences
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quote the sad story of a doctor who was recently 
found dead in a lift in Jendouba because this lift 
had not been well maintained.

Difficult living conditions are also leading 
to an increase in thefts and robberies. Worse, 
economic and social misery is pushing more 
and more young people to flee Tunisia, by 
more or less legal means. Young migrants try, 
whatever the risks involved, to reach Europe 
with the help of smugglers, and sometimes 
paying the price of their lives. And what 
about the significant number of young 
Tunisians who have joined the Islamic 

state? The promise of this new Eldo-
rado has unfortunately tempted more 
than one...

Shall we then have to admit that 
Tunisian youth will now live inexo-
rably in economic and social mi-
sery for many decades to come? 
Fortunately, we do not believe so. 
Even if the next few years may be 
still difficult for young Tunisians, 
a light is visible at the end of the 
tunnel!

The first reason of hope for 
Tunisia is... its youth! It is well 
known that young people are 
full of energy and are ready to 
lift mountains to make their 
dreams come true, and this is 
even more true with Tunisian 
youth. The young Tunisians 
were admirable during the Jas-
mine Revolution, demonstra-
ting once again their liveliness 
and love for their country.

The education and training 
of Tunisia’s youth is one of its 
great strengths. Young Tuni-

sians have a high level of graduates, and the youth 
of today will be tomorrow the living force of the 
economy of the country. Lawyers, doctors or 
even teachers are professions for which Tunisian 
school and university education perfectly meets 
the requirements of the exercise of these jobs.

Moreover, Tunisian youth is taking advantage 
of the opportunities offered by the digital revolu-
tion. More and more Tunisian families have ac-
cess to the Internet, allowing them to be connec-
ted to each other and with the whole world. The 
raise of the Internet access has, in particular, en-
abled a significant number of employees to work 
online in order to maintain the activity of their 
company during the Covid 19 pandemic.

In addition, more and more young Tunisians 
are creating their own business on the Internet. It 
is interesting to note that Tunisian administration 
encourages the creation of these start-ups by sup-
porting the best of them. From influencers to re-
tailers, including the creation of social networks, 
the efficiency of Tunisian youth is at least as good 
as European countries or the United States. The 
Internet will be the key to economic development 
in the years to come, and young Tunisians are 
clearly taking advantage of these new opportuni-
ties!

So, despair or dreams of a better tomorrow? 
While the current economic and social situation 
is undeniably complicated, and is likely to remain 
so for the next years to come, signs of hope for 
better days are emerging. Tunisian youth, who 
has incredible strength and unsuspected inner re-
sources, is ready to reverse the current trend and 
achieve what they have always known how to do: 
through their love of their country, to be more 
than ever an actor of their destiny to improve their 
daily lives.
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Assuming that the differences would be resolved 
between the Libyan House of Representatives in 
the east, the Supreme State Council in the west 

of Libya, the Presidential Council led by Fayez al-Sarraj 
in the west and the Libyan government led by Abdullah 
al-Thani in the east of Libya, and this is what we hope: 
What would be the positions of each of the artists, politi-
cians and analysts who have insulted and criticized both 
sides? 

Are the Arab countries going to stand aside and accept 
the situation imposed by confronting the Arab Spring, af-
ter the Libyan, Egyptian, Yemeni and Syrian experience 
and what has happened in these countries, or is there still 
an opportunity to repair the damage that these totalitarian 
regimes have created in order to thwart the project of de-
mocracy?

The experience of Algeria and Sudan after all that has 
happened in Syria, Yemen, Egypt and Libya, avoiding the 
wave of change that the Arab world is witnessing and will 
witness again, by taking a different path and a different 
method, has it been based on the international transforma-
tions and the management of change that 
these countries have witnessed to work 
on a different experience within their 
societies and choose a different path for 
these countries, through the revision of 
foreign alliances to open up more to the 
world?

However, this experience, although 
it was unavoidable, did not prove the 
change in its favour, as well as the de-
mocratic change and the overcoming of 
the state of tyranny and monopoly for 
which countries rebelled against tyran-
nical regimes to achieve democracy in 
accordance with international standards, 
respecting the Charter of Human Rights 
and social justice, in the distribution of 
state power and its neutrality in the face 

of social and political conflicts.
As for what happened in Syria, despite the power of 

the centrality of governance, the country was on the verge 
of achieving the desired freedom and democracy without 
the intervention of regional and world powers; instead 
of overthrowing the regime, it was the people who were 
overthrown and brought into the worst conditions due to 
the fragility of the country’s geography and demography, 
in addition to the overlap of sects with each other.

As a result, it was easy to play with the sectarian tenden-
cy of the system and the weakness of the national aspect, 
which was the last of the sects’ choices, so that change on 
the ground was practically limited to one party and closed 
the way to the rest, with the desire for change being ex-

pressed through wishful thinking, slo-
gans and narcissistic sentences.

There are very clear practical 
constants that could have been imple-
mented and framed in the Syrian expe-
rience in order to achieve the desired 
goal of radical change. These previous 
constants have not fulfilled the condition 
of the Tunisian experience, which has 
remained an exceptional model of civil 
democratic change because of national 
unity.

In conclusion, if we do not opt for an 
inclusive national conference in which 
Libyans meet, we will remain in a circle 
of chaos and wishful thinking waiting for 
what the East and West are preparing for 
us in their offices.

If the Libyans 
stand together... 
What would be 
the position of 
the countries 

that insulted this 
or that party?
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Libya after 2011 :
The Decade of the Revolution

Since the first days of the February 17 
Revolution, Libya has gone through 
several phases.

During the first phase, which lasted 
from February 15, 2011 to August 20, 
2011, the country was divided between 
the National Transitional Council and 
its government (the Executive Office) in 
Benghazi and Gaddafi’s government in 
Tripoli, and this situation continued until 
August 20, 2011.

Since that date, Libya has been go-
verned by the Interim Constitutional De-
claration and its amendments issued on 
August 3, 2011 by the Transitional Coun-
cil and its government (the executive 
branch) until an interim government is 
formed after Liberation Day (October 23, 
2011) called Al-Kib government.

This government continued to work 
under the supervision of the National 
Transitional Council until May 7, 2012. 

On that date, elections for the General 
Conference were held and a new interim 
government was formed, called the go-
vernment of Ali Zeidan.

This government continued to function 
until mid-2014 under the supervision of 
the General National Congress until June 
18, 2014.

On November 6, 2014, a new parlia-
ment was elected to replace the General 
National Congress and the city of Tobruk 

was taken as the seat.
All constitutional circles have collec-

tively opted for the cancellation of the 
constitutional amendment that was made 
on the basis of the recommendations of 
the February Committee of this pivotal 
event in Libya’s modern and contempo-
rary history.

Libya continued to be governed by the 
General National Congress and the Salva-
tion Government in Tripoli, the House of 
Representatives elected on June 18, 2014 
and Al-Thani Government in Al-Bayda.

This situation continued until the poli-
tical agreement was reached on the basis 
of which Libya became administered by 
three entities represented in the Presiden-
tial Council, the Parliament and the Su-
preme State Council.

This agreement was recognized by the 
international community, the United Na-
tions and the Security Council.

However, a group in the Tobruk Parlia-
ment refused to endorse the Presidential 
Council government and did not reco-
gnized it, continuing to deal with Tha-
ni’s government in Al-Bayda, increasing 
the severity of the political division and 
conflict.

So far, the political agreement is still 
in effect, despite all the difficulties, draw-
backs and weakness of the Presidency 
Council and other bodies in the manage-

Written by researcher 
Mohammad Yusef Darmish

The government of Ali Zeidan
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ment of state affairs. 
Of the above, we note the following:
1- The collective failure to respect the 

provisions of constitutional circles by can-
celling the February committee’s work that 
included the constitutional declaration and 
by holding new parliamentary elections in 
2014 of the National General Congress 
and its government, the Parliament and 
its government, the UN support mission 
and Libyan elites, which increased the in-
tensity of the political 
conflict and the division 
of state institutions.

2- The non-com-
pliance by some 
members of the Tobruk 
House of Representa-
tives with the political 
agreement and what 
was indicated in the 
clauses published in 
2016.

Libyan society is 
made up of towns, re-
gions, tribes and com-
ponents represented 
in large cities with 
300,000 to 3 million inhabitants, me-
dium-sized towns with 150,000 to 300,000 
inhabitants and towns or small areas with 
5,000 to 150,000 inhabitants, in addition 
to tribes.

The major cities are Tripoli, Benghazi, 
Misrata, Zawiya and Gharyan. 

The medium-sized cities are Tobruk, 
Derna, Al Bayda, Sabha, Zliten, Khums...

The small towns and regions are Mur-
zuq, Ghat, Ubari, Brak al-Shati, Bin Wa-
lid, Tarhounah, Sirte, Ajdabiya, Koufra, 
Al Marj, Sousa, Shahat, Al Qubba...

There are also components such as the 
Tuaregs, Toubous and Amazighs. These 

components inhabit some large, medium 
and small towns.

It is similar for the tribes of Libya repre-
sented in: Obeidat, Barasa, Aouama, Has-
sa, the herds, exile, Awaqir, Al-Majabera, 
Magharebia, Al-Fawakhir, Al-Qabeil, Al-
Zawiya,Al-Oujla, Al-Hassanoun, Barakat, 
Hasawneh, Abu Seif, Mashashia, Maha-
mid, Nael, Warshafana...

From the above, we can see that Libya 
has its social components divided between 

cities, regions and 
rural areas, and the 
Libyan population 
varies between 7 and 
8 million people.

Consequently, the 
political problem in 
Libya since the for-
mation of the Na-
tional Transitional 
Council and the Exe-
cutive Bureau is that 
the political system 
leading the February 
17 Revolution suffe-
red from some devia-
tions in the manage-

ment of state affairs, but these deviations 
were not clear and perceptible on the part 
of all the sects of the Libyan people.

These gaps resulted in the creation of 
an interim constitution that lacks certain 
elements that would guarantee the recons-
truction of state institutions again, as the 
periods stipulated in the constitutional 
declaration during the life of the govern-
ments were neither sufficient nor adequate 
to reconsider certain issues related to the 
construction of collapsed institutions (in-
frastructure - army - security) .

In addition, there is a contradiction 
with some previous laws published be-

The National Transitional Council

      Collective non-
compliance with 
the provisions of 

constitutional circles 
and the failure to 

hold early elections 
are reasons that 

have intensified the 
political conflict and 
the division of state 

institutions».
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fore 2011, with the provisions and articles 
of the Interim Constitutional Declaration 
which guaranteed the continued applica-
tion of Article 35 of that Declaration.

What made matters worse was the law 
that was issued by the National Transitio-
nal Council for the elections of the Gene-
ral National Congress.

The problem with this law is that there 
is no equity in the rate of representation. 
You see that some regions have a repre-
sentation rate of 30,000 per person, and 
other regions have a representation rate of 
20,000 per person, as well as the freedom 
to register in any district for the candidate 
or voter, allowing the number of voters to 
be manipulated from one region to ano-
ther.

This law and the electoral system also 
continued during the elections for the 
Committee of Sixty, as 
well as the parliamenta-
ry elections of June 18, 
2014.

From here, we note, 
through these shortco-
mings mentioned 
above, that there is a 
major flaw in the elec-
toral law issued by the 
National Transitional 
Council, which resulted 
in a flaw in the voter re-
gister system and mani-
pulation in the transfer 
of votes from one re-
gion to another.

The failure of the 
Constitutional Constituency Assembly of 
Parliamentarians elected in June 2014, of 
the President and members of the National 
General Congress and of the United Na-
tions Support Mission in Libya to respect 
the provisions of the constitutional consti-
tuencies has exacerbated the conflict.

This happened after the UN Support 
Mission followed the policy of dialogue 
between some parliamentarians, members 
of the General National Congress and 
some of the elites that were selected by 
the UN mission, leading to the political 
agreement that was reached, according to 
which tasks and competences were divi-
ded among new institutions representing 
the legislative side (the General National 
Congress on behalf of the Supreme Coun-
cil of State and the Parliament elected in 

June with new powers).
Meanwhile, the political and execu-

tive side is represented by the Presidential 
Council.

However, the failure of some members 
of parliament elected in June 2014 to reach 
a political agreement and the non-ap-
proval of the government presented by the 
Presidential Council have exacerbated the 
conflict and the division of institutions.

We note that the reasons that have led 
to the aggravation of the differences and 
divisions within the institutions of the Li-
byan state are the non-recognition of the 
constitutional constituency provisions and 
the holding of new early elections based 
on the constitutional basis of the provisio-
nal constitutional declaration of the Gene-
ral National Congress and the United Na-
tions Support Mission.

In this context, we 
propose to do the fol-
lowing to resolve the 
Libyan crisis:

• Holding new par-
liamentary elections 
(for a two-party natio-
nal assembly of repre-
sentatives and elders 
to represent all sects of 
the Libyan people) on 
the basis of the Interim 
Constitutional Declara-
tion and the provisions 
of the constitutional 
constituencies of No-
vember 6, 2014.

• Review of the elec-
toral law, renewal of the electoral register, 
revision of the division of constituencies 
and the conditions of elections, so that the 
voter and the candidate are only entitled 
to registration at the place of original resi-
dence, in order to ensure that the percen-
tage of representation comes from the po-
pulation.

• The elected Legislative Council has 
a 5-year term of office, and it oversees the 
formation of a national unity government 
of independent figures for a 5-year period 
as well.

• The elected National Assembly will 
consider the formation of a neutral com-
mittee to oversee the preparation of a draft 
modern constitution, and it will be appro-
ved by Parliament after a popular referen-
dum.

       There is a 
major flaw in the 
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Transitional Council, 
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from one region to 
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Sharing the joys with the Arab world, the brotherly people of Bahrain 
celebrated their 49th Independence Day, which coincides with the 
16th of December each year.

The agreement that declared Bahrain an independent and sovereign state 
and a member of the United Nations was followed by a global renaissance 
in all economic, educational and health fields by the Bahrani rulers, laying 
the cornerstone for the creation of the modern state.

The Bahraini government has diversified the country’s sources of in-
come and resources beyond dependence on oil revenues by creating mo-
dern companies for the aluminium, petrochemical, metallurgy, engineering, 
food and pharmaceutical industries. 

It has provided legislative and fiscal facilities, allowing for abundant 
investment and the construction of 11 industrial zones to ensure the well-
being, prosperity and a decent life for citizens.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has made major progress in civilization thanks 
to Bahrain Vision 2030 and the reform project that has been presented in 
the country in terms of political change and democracy, preservation of 
human rights and empowerment of women, such as the case of Sheikha 
Haya Rashid Al Khalifa, who presented a pioneering diplomatic experience 
when she represented Bahrain as President of the United Nations General 
Assembly at the 61st session in 2006.

Bahrainis have preferred to combine the two celebrations into a single 
day, December 16 of each year, so that Independence Day coincides with 
the day of King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s ascension to the throne, linking 
independence with loyalty.

Bahrainis celebrated the occasion with a fireworks festival hosted by 
the Kingdom’s Ministry of Information in cooperation with the Bahrain 
International Circuit, on the occasion of Bahrain’s celebrations of National 
Days to commemorate the creation of the modern Bahraini State under the 
reign of founder Ahmed Al-Fateh, as a Muslim Arab State in 1783, and the 
anniversary of the King’s seizure of power. 

The celebrations took place near the castle of Salman bin Ahmed Al 
Fateh in the southern governorate and the city of Salman in the northern 
governorate.

Bahrain celebrates National Day :
Two celebrations in one under the slogan 

of Development and Loyalty

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
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Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
King of Bahrain, delivered 
a speech on the occasion of 

the National Day celebrations of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in commemo-
ration of the creation of the Bahrai-
ni state under the reign of foun-
der Ahmed Al-Fateh as an Arab 
Muslim state in 1783. It comme-
morated also the seizure of power 
by His Majesty the King, may 
Allah preserve and protect him.

Here is the text of His Ma-
jesty’s speech:

In the 
Name of Allah, 

the Merciful, the 
B e n e fi c e n t

Praise be to Allah 
and may prayers and 
salvation be upon our 
Prophet Mohammad 
and his family and 
companions.

Peace be upon you 
and Allah’s mercy and 
blessings !

On this honorable 
patriotic occasion, it is 
our pleasure to address 
this message to you, 
and as we cherish it 
on such occasions, to 
renew with you our 
common will to pursue the path of mo-
dernization and development, based on 
the achievements of the founders of our 
former State which was founded on the 

principles of our faith, values and tradi-
tions with their moderate, tolerant and ci-
vilized approach.

We will continue, Allah willing, to re-
main faithful to the glorious journey of our 
ancestors and their blessed march, which 
began more than two hundred years ago, 
as we build the homeland of tomorrow for 
the future generations of Bahrain. 

This year we celebrate our National 
Day, set since the rebirth of the contempo-
rary Bahraini state thanks to our founding 
father, His Highness Sheikh Isa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, may Allah rest his soul, 
and we mourn our late lamented one, the 

dearly departed of Bahrain, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, may Allah have 
mercy on him, who was a 
great help and support to 
us and our father before 
us and to the honorable 
people of Bahrain.

We will always re-
member his long journey 
full of achievements, his 
honorable memory and 
his renewed lessons of the 
significance of the sincere 
dedication and hard work 
embodied in the chapters 
of nation building, which 
boasts of its achievements 
and stands in its position, 

with the pride and loyalty of its citizens.
On the basis of this inherent heritage 

and the free will of the nation, the King-
dom of Bahrain continues to work patient-

        We have 
   ordered the 

creation of the 
Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Insignia 
for medical merit. 

This insignia is 
awarded to doctors, 
nurses and medical 

personnel, as well as 
to those who have 
been martyred in 

the exercise of their 
medical duties

Speech of the King of Bahrain to his 
people on the occasion of the celebrations 

of the Kingdom’s National Day
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ly and steadily to renew the historic renaissance by relying 
on its leadership, with the help of Almighty Allah and the 
generosity of our beloved sons and daughters, as well as our 
dear son, His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the faithful Crown Prince and Prime Minister, who 
leads the rows carrying the banner of responsibility and the 
national secretariat.

His efforts are appreciated and we are proud of his suc-
cessful vision, inspiring leadership and dis-
tinguished achievements ...

We pray to Allah to help him in the ful-
filment of the tasks entrusted to him, as he 
is always the object of trust to achieve what 
we aspire to, for the good and the develop-
ment of the homeland.

In recognition of these kind efforts and 
as a token of thanks, we have ordered the 
creation of the Insignia of Prince Salman 
bin Hamad for medical merit. 

This insignia is awarded to doctors, 
nurses and medical personnel, as well as to 
those who have been martyred in the exer-
cise of their medical duties, in addition to 
those who have made significant contribu-
tions and services in the material and moral 
support of medical personnel.

As part of these blessed efforts, we rei-
terate our thanks and appreciation for the 
continued efforts of all the teams working 
on the front lines in the face of the pandemic, witnessing 
their perseverance, courage and patience amidst the diffi-
culties to create a better tomorrow, which will bear the signs 
of recovery and healing, Allah willing.

In this regard, we would like to announce that the King-
dom of Bahrain will soon begin implementing its national 
campaign for safe and authorized vaccination to prevent the 
emergence of the virus, and we have ordered that it will be 
available free of charge to every citizen and resident, pro-
vided that it is optional for those who wish to benefit from 

this vaccination. 
We all hope that we will soon return to normal life, and 

even better than before, Almighty Allah willing.
In this national context, with its special occasions whose 

meanings are renewed every year, we must pay homage to 
our dear martyrs and respect their sacrifices, from the foun-
ding of the Kingdom to the present day. Their memories 
and prowess, as well as the lessons and stories of pride and 

courage, will always remain in our hearts 
and minds. 

They have given everything to defend 
this homeland so that it remains glorious 
and to continue to carry its message by de-
fending the values of humanity, and to be-
come, as the whole world knows, an oasis 
of security, peace and stability for all its in-
habitants and citizens.

We pray to Almighty Allah to have mer-
cy on the martyrs of Bahrain and to welco-
me them to His vast Paradise, and to help 
our defence and security forces to carry out 
their national duties, and we thank them 
and appreciate their loyalty and sacrifices 
to preserve the security, sovereignty and 
stability of our beloved kingdom.

Finally, as we look forward to a pros-
perous future, we would like to express 
our great appreciation to the leaders of 
constitutional institutions and public bo-

dies, especially the youth for their sincere support in all cir-
cumstances, which we consider to be one of the strongest 
incentives and one of the most important factors in realizing 
our hopes and aspirations for the stability and prosperity of 
our beloved Bahrain.

We are all proud of this generous and noble attitude and 
the admirable solidarity of our esteemed citizens.

Be our support and our pride!
Peace, Allah’s mercy and blessings be upon you!

We look forward 
to a prosperous 

future and we would 
like to express our 

great gratitude 
to the leaders 

of constitutional 
institutions and 
public bodies, 

especially young 
people, for their 

sincere support in 
all circumstances

Bold decisions and determination
to continue the challenge
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